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® Amongst the Spinifex and Red Dust © Northern Rivers Railroad 


AUSTRAINS Pty. Lid. 
PO. Box 3076, Putney, NSW, 2il2 
Ph: (02) 9817 2333 


Email: info@austrains.com.au 
AUSTRAINS Pty.Ltd. A.C.N. 073 183 258 


LATTLE KINGS 


Puan apne 


1921 VERSION 


NSWGR CW Cattle Wagons pack of 6 
comprising 4 x 1915 version & 2 x 1921 version $240.00 


_ Available direct from Austrains only! 


Postage and Insurance anywhere in Australia @ $11.00 per pack. 
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Northern Rivers Railroad’s unique colour 
scheme adorns the classic ‘Bulldog’ nose of 
42107, as the locomotive lays idle between 
duties at the Casino depot roundhouse on 
Friday 31 July 1998. 


Image by Paul Vanderstelt. 
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RAIL BOOKS 
& DVD’s. 
VIBEX BOOKS 


www.vibexbooks.com.au. 


a 


ONLINE AND MAILORDER. 
GOOD RANGE OF RAIL BOOKS AND DVD’s .WE ALSO 
STOCK A GREAT RANGE OF MARITIME AND AVIATION 
TITLES . VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BROWSE OUR STOCK. 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST. CHECK OUR PRICES. 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US FORA FULL 
COLOUR CATALOGUE. VIBEX BOOKS. PO BOX 1303, 
GEELONG, VICTORIA 3220. Ph/Fax 03 52786895. 

MOB. 0413 707 753, EMAIL vibex@optusnet.com.au 


ALL BOOKS AND DVD’s ARE POST FREE THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA. 


Do you want your locomotives to run like the prototype? 


Are you sick and tired of watching your locomotives moving like slot cars? 


Do you want your locomotives to have all the sounds, just like the prototype? 


Do you want someone to give you advice about a decoder or an installation you have in mind? 


Contact Rick on 02—49573703 or 0418-260553 
E-Mail: sales@decoderwiz.com.au 


For further information regarding decoder prices, installation and opening times 


Visit:www.decoderwiz.com.au 


Decoder Wiz - ABN66 960438419 
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THE ALL NEW 
“TRAIN TIME’ DVD 
NOW AVAILABLE 


ia 


Covering the months | SOUTH AUSTRA 
January to April 1995, | oo 
the final broad gauge oe y | | Currently available from the 
° ° NUARY TO APRIL | following on-line and retail outlets 
working, prior to oe 
standardisation of the | ee a 
Adelaide to Melbourne Wi eel] «=—S«|~Ss Alco World, ARHS NSW Bookshop 
: sa — : VICTORIA 
southern corridor, + Soda aes - | The Railfan Shop, Train World 
features. Also broad | (|e cesar) - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
gauge operations in the | es a i Orient Express Model Railway Shop 
, é 7 | |_ Break of Gauge Bookshop - National 
Barossa Valley along 


Railway Museum, Ozrail Model Trains 


with Standard gauge | : S Filmed in SVHS 4:3 aspect ratio and 
scenes north of Play DVD Dies at ais 


ae e - : 


Train Pictures Train Pictures 


$0 210) 


| 


JTIM7213 


OY? wv GREG TRAVERS @ {2 DYP wy GREG TRAVERS 


Now available from all good retailers or shop at Train Pictures Online www.trainpictures.com.au or order Now available from all good retailers or shop at Train Pictures Online www.trainpictures.com.au or order 
from this Ad. PRICE INC. SHIPPING $35.95 Send Credit Card details, Cheque, Aust. Money Order to: from this Ad. PRICE INC. SHIPPING $45.95 Send Credit Card details, Cheque, Aust. Money Order to: 
Train Pictures, PO Box 687, Beenleigh, QLD 4207 Aust. Phone: 07 3804 1996 Fax: 07 3804 1997. Train Pictures, PO Box 687, Beenleigh, QLD 4207 Aust. Phone: 07 3804 1996 Fax: 07 3804 1997. 
Retailers & shops wishing to stock this DVD please call Dealer Sales on 07 3804 1996. Mon-Wed 8am-4pm Retailers & shops wishing to stock this DVD please call Dealer Sales on 07 3804 1996. Mon-Wed 8am-4pm 
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NEW BRISBANE RAIL FREIGHT 
SERVICE FOR ALBURY/ 
WODONGA 

The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) 
has applauded the announcement by Albury- 
Wodonga’s Ettamogah Rail Hub of a new 

twice weekly rail freight service to Brisbane, 
ARTC CEO John Fullerton said. The contract 
for the service has been awarded to Pacific 
National, and is expected to involve moving 

up to 100,000 tonnes of freight between 
Albury and Brisbane annually being conveyed 
on PN’s MB2 service. Australian Rail Track 
Corporation chief executive John Fullerton said 
there is a growing demand to use rail to carry 

a larger share of the freight task. “With recent 
improvements in rail infrastructure, particularly 
on the corridor between Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane, customers can increasingly look to 
rail as a competitive choice in terms of reliability, 
available capacity and transit times! Mr Fullerton 
said. “ARTC congratulates Pacific National 

and Ettamogah Rail Hub on this new business 
win. It’s a sign of the renewed confidence in 

rail across the country and we look forward 

to further successes.’ Customers of the 

new Brisbane service are three major local 
manufacturers, Mountain H2O (bottled water), 
Norske Skog (paper) and Mars Petcare (pet 


completed North-West Class 1 track upgrade. 
Image by Paul Vanderstelt 
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food). The freight is containerised and placed on 
interstate rail services by Ettamogah Rail Hub. 


GOVT CALL FOR PRIVATE SECTOR 
TO RE-OPEN BLAYNEY-COWRA- 
DEMONDRILLE RAIL LINE 


Registrations of interest have been called 

from the private sector to restore, operate 

and maintain the 200km Blayney — Cowra- 
Demondrille railway and tts Koorawatha- 
Greenethorpe spur line. State Roads and 
Ports Minister Duncan Gay said there’s been 
widespread support from local councils and 
mayors to re-open the line after they were 
closed in 2007 “because of poor co-ordination 
between asset managers, high operating costs 
and low freight volumes”. “The New South 
Wales Liberals and Nationals have listened 

to and acted on the calls of Central West 
councils and businesses for the government to 
work closely with the private sector to gauge 
interest and investigate if the Cowra lines 

can be re-opened and made commercially 
sustainable,” he says. “The NSW Government 
is committed to ensuring rural and regional rail 
and road infrastructure — like the Cowra line 

— is connected to provide a high performance 
transport network to drive economic growth. 
“Since winning office in March 2011, the 
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Liberals and Nationals’ government has 
placed freight at the forefront of our economy. 
“We've already achieved many firsts, including 
establishing a dedicated Freight & Regional 
Development division within Transport for NSW 
and developing the first Freight and Ports 
Strategy in the state’s history”’ 

Mr Gay says council involvement will 
be essential to make sure the local road 
network connects efficiently to intermodal 
terminals located on the rail lines, so regional 
businesses and primary producers can more 
efficiently move goods to market. “The Cowra 
lines project is an important and innovative 
pilot that could help pave the way for other 
parts of the state’s rail and road freight and 
transport network,” he says. Transport for 
NSW is calling for Registrations of Interest 
from suitably qualified parties to restore, 
maintain and operate the Blayney-Cowra- 
Demondrille and the Koorawatha-Greenthorpe 
lines on a commercially sustainable basis 
under a fixed-term licence. This follows a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the 
NSW Government and the Cowra, Blayney, 
Harden, Weddin and Young Shire Councils 
signed in July 2013 to investigate how a 
regulatory and operating model for the lines 
could be improved. 


Following Aurizon’s announcement late last year, services began operating for Whitehaven Coal Ltd from the Gunnedah Basin from the beginning of 
August 2013. Initially only operating to Whitehaven’s Narrabri Mine, Aurizon’s 5029 and 5028 climb upgrade out of Braefield with NB971 empty service 
on Saturday 10 August 2013 at a leisurely pace due to the ARTC TOC Waiver allowing the heavier S1 category locomotives to operate over the recently 


ARTC WELCOMES FINAL ATSB 
REPORT INTO SAFETY OF 
RAIL OPERATIONS BETWEEN 
MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY 
The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) 
has welcomed the release of the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau’s (ATSB) report into 
the safety of rail operations on the interstate 
rail line between Melbourne and Sydney, 
ARTC CEO John Fullerton said. The report 
concluded that a combination of factors led 
to the degradation of the track resulting in 
rough riding and mud-holes, issues that are 
currently being addressed by ARTC’s Ballast 
Rehabilitation Program. “While the ATSB has 
outlined some areas that require attention by 
ARITC, we are pleased that no systemic issues 
were found that might compromise the safety 
of rail operations where the track quality was 
below standard,” Mr Fullerton said. “The ATSB 
has indicated the program we are applying to 
the track will correct most fouled ballast and 
drainage problems, and ARTC will be reviewing 
the report to identify any further measures that 
might need to be considered or applied to our 
current program of works. 

“The positive news Is that train reliability 
and performance along this corridor has 
improved markedly over the last eighteen 


Image by Tim Arnot 


months and many temporary speed 
restrictions have been removed as a result of 
the sustained track improvement works ARTC 
has underway,’ said Mr Fullerton. “Although 
temporary speed restrictions have had an 
impact on the reliability of services along 

the corridor, these have been imperative 

to maintaining safe operations, which will 
always be ARTC’s first priority.” The report 
also found that it was unlikely that selecting 
an alternative method of re-sleepering to side 
insertion would have prevented deterioration 
in track condition or the development of mud- 
holes. “The ATSB has undertaken a thorough 
investigation into the Melbourne — Sydney 
rail line, and we welcome the comprehensive 
analysis by the Bureau,” said Mr Fullerton. 

“It is in all of our interests to have the best 
performing track possible and ARTC looks 
forward to continue improving the quality 

and overall competitiveness of the national 
interstate rail network so we can grow rail’s 
share of the national land freight task” 


KENNARDS LAUNCHES NEW 
SPECIALIST RAIL BRANCH 


To meet the needs of maintenance trades, 
Kennards Hire has launched its new specialised 
business — Kennards Rail. Kennards Rail 
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focuses on supplying an extensive range 

of specialist rail equipment to maintenance 
contractors. This new business Is located at a 
purpose-built facility at Rutherford in the NSW 
Hunter Valley and also services VIC and SA. 
The Rutherford location will serve not only as 

a hire branch but also as a training location, 
allowing team members to attain accreditation 
and at the same time become familiar with 

the rail equipment. Alex Eisermann, Manager 

of Kennards Rail, said team members from a 
number of branches including VIC and SA will 
undergo comprehensive training to get their 
One Track/Pegasus/RISI cards thus becoming 
certified and accredited machinery operator 
trainers. “The training area will have e-clip and 
fast clip systems that will also assist customers’ 
teams to become fully competent in using 
equipment before they get to track & compliant 
with the new competency requirements,’ he 
explained. The range of rail equipment that is 
now ready to hire includes trolleys, rail drills, rail 
saws, 70 ton tensors, weld shears, weld kits, 
portable Pelican lighting, Robel rail clamps, rail 
benders, rail head grinders, switch grinders, 
sundry hand tools including pan setters and 
pullers as well as fast clip installers & extractors, 
Cobra tampers, Vortok rollers, Vortok safety 
barriers, and more. 


Enroute to Cowan Bank for a load test on the leading loco; National Railway Equipment’s 1202, one of two genset locomotives imported from the USA. 
Here it leads C509/C506 working 4174 freight near Tascott on the “Short North” on Sunday 11 August 2013. 
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; Departing CFCLA’s Australian Horsepower Service Centre at Goulburn, CF4410 hauls CM3301 light engine to Thirlmere on Tuesday 20 August 2013 in 
* preparation for further testing on Cowan Bank after spending two days sound testing at Bungendore the previous week. 
- Image by Leon Oberg 


Rounding a curve near Belford in the Hunter Valley; a double consist - 40 hoppers 5136 domestic grain service destined for Westons Milling at Enfield 
is hauled by 8107/X48/X45/8119 on Tuesday 23 July 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 
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The unavailability of G515 due to repairs saw B76/B80 substitute, here they lead X31 as they haul 9071 Deniliquin goods northwards through North 


Bendigo on Friday 16 August 2013. 
Image by Steve Molloy 


Australian Model Trains 
Ready to Run in N Scale 


Come and see us at the 
SYDNEY MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 
(Whitlam Leisure Centre, Memorial Ave Liverpool) 
October Long Weekend(5"-7" October 2013) 
Stand 84 


EXHIBITION SPECIAL 


TRAIN SETS 40% OFF RETAIL 


1 x 48 Class Locomotive 
plus 
1 x Pack of Gopher Hoppers OR 
1 x Pack FO Coaches OR 
1 x Frate-N wagon pack 


PO Box 221, Yagoona 2199 
Fax (02) 9791 6084 
Peter 0408 976 726 


Greg 0404 495 349 
Web Site: www.frate-n.com.au 
Email: gregoryjyoung@optusnet.com.au 
littlebigwheels@hotmail.com 


THE "PRAINMAN 


DCC Conversions / Repairs 


_ Spares & Weathering © 


PAUL BAKER 


Telephone 02 9624 1002 


Mobile 0439 566 391 


Email: prb287@hotmail.com 


www.thetrainman.net 
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Amongst the Spinitex 
and Red Dust 


: Garden Siding towards Shaw Siding, 
4324/4306 leads 4351/5638 mid-train as they work empties to the 
mines on Thursday 8 August 2013. 


sebeoneces 
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Stretched out through the S - curve south of Shaw Siding, 4384/4316 leading 4329/5641 mid-train work a rake of empties southbound on 
Wednesday 7 August 2013. 


Image by Graham Cotterall 


Thousands of litres of diesel fuel are used at the mines in a variety of applications such as blasting and fuel for the mining equipment. Here 4387 
returns the empty fuel train from Newman to Port Hedland on Thursday 8 August 2013 seen here on the Chichester deviation south of Shaw Siding. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 
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With ballast cleaning operations centred in the vicinity of Abydos Siding, ballast trains are operating between Quarry 8 situated near Shaw 
Siding and the worksite. Here 5648/3093 assisted by 5636 on the rear, descend the grade into Garden Siding on Thursday 8 August 2013. 


Image by Mark Hardacre 


Seen here on the Chichester deviation south of Shaw Siding, 4393/4309 work a loaded ore to the port on Thursday 8 August 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 


{12} : Australian Railways Illustrated October 2013 


SD70ACe 4343 departs the Newman hub, destination Jimblebar mine, with a rake of empties on Tuesday 9 April 2013.The last two cars are 
old Comeng cars which have spray painted on them “don’t load” as they are used as spacer cars for the Newman hub dumper. Less than a 
week before, this job was accomplished by CM40-8Ms, thus with over 100 more of SD70ACes coming on line, the last bastion of sole Dash-8 
workings in the Pilbara had come to a close. 

Image by Scott Fitzgerald 


Climbing the 1.5% grade towards Shaw Siding, 4413/5630 assisted by 4350/4301 work a load of empties unusually on the West line on 
Thursday 8 August 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 
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Ore services departing Cloudbreak are normally banked in the rear to Summit Siding. Here 014/010 are banked in the rear by 001/701 seen 
here near Morgan Siding on Friday 9 August 2013. 
Image by Mark Hardacre 


itis 


British 


The T155 project infrastructure expansion is evident, with new trackage freshly laid, and FMGs 708 and 002, snake through the mainline at Hunter, 
with an empty bound for Christmas Creek, on Wednesday 10 April 2013. Even though fairly new, 704 is already getting a liberal coating of Pilbara dust. 
Image by Scott Fitzgerald 
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Rounding a curve near Hillside Siding, 014/010 work a loaded ore to the Herb Elliott Port on Friday 9 August 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 


Another load of iron ore from Cloud Break is seen here at Nunna Siding hauled by 708/719 on Friday 9 August 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 
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Sweeping around a curve near Dingo, 8181/7048/8109 work a load of empties to the mines on Tuesday 6 August 2013. 
Image by Mark Hardacre 


Three Dash-9s 7058/7088/9433 are approaching the old Robe line overpass as they work a rake of empty cars south on Sunday 14 April 

2013. This part of the Rio Tinto rail network, is likely to become the “branch line” to the old Robe line, given that this Robe line is being double 
tracked, and the port at Cape Lambert is heavily upgraded. 

Image by Scott Fitzgerald 
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Seen here near Dugite Siding, 8160/7049/7081 represent three of the five liveries that adorn 


empties southwards to one of the various mines on Monday 5 August 2013. 


Image by Graham Cotterall 


Climbing upgrade through the Chichester Ranges between Galah 
rake of empties southward on Sunday 4 August 2013. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 


the Rio Tinto locomotive fleet as 


they haul a rake of 


and Gecko, the all General Electric ES44DC lashup of 8102/8112/8117 haul a 
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MODELS 


READY TO RUN 
HO SCALE 


TULLOCH 10,000 GALLON 
RAIL TANK CARS 


$ 187.00 
TRIPLE-PACK 


Triple packs now in stock 1950s, 1970s, VTQF and ATBL 
plus an assortment of 50s and 70s single cars. 


1960s, 1980s and Fuel Block Train packs are currently 
in production and will be arriving shortly. 


Victorian Victorian 
M CATTLE WAGON KQ CONTAINER 
WAGON 


$ 143.00 


$ 99.00 
TRIPLE-PACK 


TRIPLE-PACK 


aut 
tory 


12 road numbers available. 


12 road numbers available. 


New South Wales 


New South Wales 
1959 BCW CATTLE WAGON 


-FMW MEAT WAGON 


ay 29797 


Available in 3 and 4 letter code $ 165.00 Available in 3 and 4 letter code 
and 9 road numbers . TRIPLE-PACK 


New South Wales 
TE - HEAVY LOAD WAGON 


TE Wagon with steel loads 


TE Wagon with Centurion Tank loads 


a 


For details visit our website: WWW,.Sdsmodels.com.au 
SDS Models - ABN 19 886 394 942 


PO Box 804 Winston Hills NSW 2153 Australia Email: sdsinfo@bigpond.com 


12-1-360 
2-1-358 


VR (early) 
Victorian Railways 


3-2-386 V/Line) 
3-4-369 West Coast Rwy 
3-7-373 G.N 
3-10-387 York Pen Rwy 
-Class Ist production run. 
H 1-6 Freight Australia 
H2-2 V/Line 
H3-1 VR 


1 Class (model series P9710) 
204S-67 Stealth 8167 
204S-75 Stealth 8175 
206-8 | Freight Rail 8181 


8 Class (model series P9410) 


234Y-35 Mk3 Silverton 48s35 
234Y-37 Mk3 Silverton 48s37 
239-14 AUSTRAC 4814 
239-36 AUSTRAC 4836 

8 Class see MRA Issue 15 

R481-1-03 48 Mk1 Tuscan 4803 
PR482-1-65 48 Mk2 Tuscan 4865 
PR483-1-94 48 Mk3 Tuscan 4894 
PR484-1-136 48 Mk4 Tuscan 48136 
PR481-1-UN 48 Mk1 Tuscan 
PR482-1-UN 48 Mk2 Tuscan 
PR483-1-UN 48 Mk3 Tuscan 
PR484-1-UN 48 Mk4 Tuscan 


Train set controller 
PR-TC Powerline Models Train set controller 


RADIO CONTROLLED Trans/controller 
RC-1 Model Railway Remote R/C System, 


Locomotives in stock Now 
Class series 2 (high cab) 2nd production run 
T360 
T358 
Class series 3 (low nose) 2nd production run 


T386 
T369 
T375 
T387 


H1 
H2 
H3 


DM 
DM 
SM 


Un-numbered 
Un-numbered 
Un-numbered 
Un-numbered 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES in stock 
T Class parts 


PTS-1 Can Motor w/flywheels 

PTS-2 Metal Handrail set 

PTS-3 — Full Valance with parts 

PTS-4 Complete Bogies side frames (4) 
81/G/ BL current parts 

P1201A 81 Power bogie W/motor 
P1207 — 81 steps/brk wheel & M/UC 
P1209C_ 1.5 volt light globes 

P1210 ~— 81 Class coupler (pair) 

P1211 ~~ Triple fan moulding 


P1212A BL/G Power bogie W/motor 


P1214A Power pick up strips 
P1215 G/BLsteps & M/UC 
P1217 ‘81 exhaust cover 


P1218S 81/BL/G Adaptors Grey (pr) 
P1218Y 81/BL/G Adaptors Yellow (pr) 
P12180 81/BL/G Adaptors Orange (pr) 
P1218G 81/BL/G Adaptors Green (pr) 
P1224A 81 Class dual motor mech 
P1232A Motor & worm gear (mk3) 
P1290-2 SM/2 PCB for 81/BL/G 


P1402 = 81 Class horns 

P1403. G/BL Class Horns 

P1404 Coupling screw & washer 
P1406 =G/BL Headlights & light guides 
P1407 ~—s 81:«~Headlights & light guides 


48/830 Class Locomotive parts & Acc 


P1232A Motor & worm gear (mk3) 
P1233 wheel set, tyred 

P1234 ~~ Gear Set 

P1235 Complete Mk!I mechanism 
P1236  ~=Power bogie frame & centre 
P1237 Unpwd bogie frame & centre 
P1238K 48 Class Kadee Adaptors Black 
P1238R 48 Class Kadee Adaptor Red 
P1238B 48 Class Kadee Adaptor Blue 
P1239 = Metal hand rails 

P1240A Buffers & buffer plates 
P1241 Plastic handrails (2) 

P1243 ~Couplers (2) 

P1244 Contact strip (2) 

P1246 Window Insets 

P1247  ~=Motor housing 

P1248 ~— Horns (2) 


P1249A_ Flettner vent (2) 
Wheels & Tyres to fit 48 Class & 81/G/BL 


P1206 Traction tyres 
P1500 RP-25 Wheels blackened 
P1501 RP-25 Wheels Nickel Plated 


Couplings and Corridors 


P1006 Corridor Connections (2) 
P1007 Compact coupler (4) 
P1O07A Draft Box coupler (4) 
P1OO7E NEM Coupler (4) 


Other Coach/freight parts 

P1103. 2BC (MHO/KB) Bogie 

P1108 — Plastic wheels/metal axle 
P1108A_ Plastic wheels and axles 

P1110 Coach window plugs 

PI1104E Freight Bogie 

P1117. = SOP/BG Bogie (Argentine) 
LLD-P439G VR Art Deco yellow decals 
LLD-P439S VR Art Deco Silver decals 


Gondola Wagons Kits (NQR) 
(SRRP $12.00) 

LF600G Gondola Grey 
LF600I Gondola Indian Red 
LF600K Gondola Black 
LF600B Gondola Blue 
LF600DB Gondola Dark Blue 
LF600WR Gondola Wagon Red 
LF600Y Gondola Yellow 
LF600GN Gondola Green 


Train Sets 
LB000 
Basic Train Set SRRP $133.00 
(L201 Loco & 3 Gondola) 


LBF000 
Basic Freighter Set SRRP $151.00 
(L201 loco, 2 Gondola and | tanker ) 


LBP000 
Basic Candy Passenger Set SRRP $199.00 
(L203 Loco, | coach, 1 MHO & | KB) 


FB000 
48 Class Basic Train Set SRRP $215.00 
(A 48 Class loco & 3 Gondola) 


FBP000 
48 Class Basic Pass Train Set SRRP $250.00 
(A 48 Class loco, | coach, 1 MHO & | KB) 


PB000 
81 Class Basic Train Set SRRP $248.00 
(An 81 Class loco & 3 Gondolas) 


PBP000 
81 Class Basic Pass Train Set SRRP $285.00 
(A 81 Class and NSW Candy FS, MHO & KB) 


All sets come with an 18” radius circle of Atlas 
code 100 N/S Track & a PLM Controller 


B C H (Coal Hopper) 


and 
BWH (Wheat Hoper) 


Arriving soon. 
Order forms out now. 
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LOCO BRIEF: 


The 421 class 


Built by Clyde Engineering (Granville) 


The 421 class represented the third order of locomotives by 
Road Numbers 42101-— 42110 the NSWGR from Clyde Engineering. The first being the A7 
Model No : model 42 class in 1955 followed in 1960 with the first order 
of the G8C model 49 class. The 421s could be considered 
Clyde — GM's answer to the Goodwin-ALCo 44 class where a 
streamlined cab is fitted at the No1 end with a flat cab design 
on the No2 end. The class would settle down on the Main 


In Service 


South and the Illawarra, however they did work as far as Broken 
Hill in the early days. They were to become part of the through 
working pool into Victoria in the 1980s but were returned after 
a few months because of rough riding and noise Issues. In the 
Fuel Capacity early 1990s and after a period in storage, odd numbered 42103, 
42105, 42107 and 42109 were sold to the Northern Rivers 
Railroad (NRR). NRR would also acquire the hulk of 42106 
from the Rail Transport Museum. While it still remains a hulk to 
Sand Capacity this day hopefully it will find its way back to the RTM for eventual 
Engine Type restoration. In 2002 QR purchased NRR and the 421 class. 
Class leader 42101is in private ownership, while 42102 is part 
of the Dorrigo collection but stored at Kooragang Island. Three 
Traction Motors - units were scrapped by the then SRANSW, that included the 
Horsepower | only 421 painted in the reverse livery, 42104 along with 42108 


Maximum Speed and 42110. 
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the discharge equipment was manufactured by 
Godfrey Engineering in Victoria. The wagons are 
fitted with Davies & Metcalfe brake equipment, 
including a manual empty/load device whilst the 
grade control valve has been replaced with a 
fixed exhaust choke. They are fitted with a mixture 
of 5OT 'X’ type bogies which are still extremely 
common in the Pacific National fleet. The wagons 
were delivered in a plain aluminium finish, and 
most remained that way until 2008, when they 
were painted in an all-white livery, except 12057. 
FreightCorp repainted 12051, 12054 and 
12060 in the white with blue trim livery around 
the year 2000, with FreightCorp logos; however, 
these two were repainted in 2008. NPCF 12057 
had an interesting livery history, with ‘Fielder’s 
Bulk Corn Flour’ being painted across the 

length of the hopper in black writing on a yellow 
rectangular background. This occurred in the 
1980s and the photo of 12057 taken in 2013 
still shows the yellow rectangle, albeit with the 
text painted out. 12057 is the only NPCF which 
remains unpainted, although the lower half of the 
hopper has been repainted due to graffiti. 


Operation: 

Presently all 10 are stored, with four stored in 
Bathurst, five at Clyde, and one on the Chullora 
Industrial Branch. All have been stored in 
excess of 12 months, with most of them having 
undertaken no meaningful work in the last 
decade. In 2002, after Northern Rivers Railroad 
ceased flyash and cement traffic to Sunstate 
Cement in Murwillumbah, the majority of the 


class were stored in Clyde Yard. In 2008, 

the entire class, with the exception of NPCF 
12057 was sighted in Newcastle, having 
recently been repainted into Pacific National 
white and presumably serviced. It is believed 
these wagons never entered revenue service, 
along with many VPCX cement wagons which 
too were repainted and serviced (and gauge 
converted) prior to being sent to NSW. The 
actual unloading operation uses air to make the 
product flow like a liquid to assist discharge 


October 2013 


BRIEF: 


Stored on the Chullora Industrial Branch, NPCF 12057 is the only wagon in the class that has not been painted all white under Pacific National 
ownership (and also shows remnants of the Fielder’s Bulk Corn Flour sign). This wagon has been stored in the Chullora area for around six years. 


and transport into storage silos. The product is 
discharged with the assistance of pressurised 
air through the lower hopper outlets at the 
bottom of the tank. An air supply is fitted to 
the air pipe at the end of the wagon. The 
discharge control valves control the product 
flow into the discharge pipeline. The hopper 
is pressurised to around 16Okpa prior to each 
outlet being individually emptied by opening 
the specific outlet aeration valve, booster valve 
and cement valve. 


The valves and detailed pipework are shown on the side of an NPCF. The main pipe running along 
the side sill is the air delivery pipe, with the flexible discharge pipe visible in the foreground. 
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By Paul Vanderstelt 


Introduction 

The year 1996 heralded a change with many of Australia’s state run 
rail systems, as was the case in NSW when third party open access 
to the rail network came into effect in July. This change allowed private 
operators the ability to gain accreditation and begin operating their 
own trains across the rail network, including some areas where rail 
operations had all but ceased under declining state managed regimes. 
Of these early private operators, a company named Northern Rivers 
Railroad (NRR) was formed, and as one of the earliest privately run rail 
companies, they helped shape the modern day railway operations that 
we see functioning in Australia today. 

Fortunately for the new private operators like NRR, it was during 
this period that a great deal of railway system assets from the various 
states had become surplus to requirements allowing pioneering private 
companies to purchase older second-hand locomotives and rollingstock. 
Furthermore, they were now able to access and use redundant railway 
facilities as a base to set up their operations, thus providing a foothold 
into the Australian rail industry. 

It was during this time | was living in Lismore in Northern NSW, and 
fortunately for myself NRR had set up their maintenance facilities in the 
nearby town of Casino, from where the company would operate rail 
services across the Northern Rivers region. Being in such close proximity, 
| was able to witness much of NRR's freight and passenger operations, 
including the uniquely restored ‘Bulldog’ horsepower that was a 
trademark of the company’s daily haulage duties. The following article 
is a general account of much of NRR’s development and expansion 
which primarily covers the four and a half years of the company’s rail 
operations, including some of the unique short-lived workings that their 
assets were involved in throughout NSW and on the standard gauge into 
south-east Queensland. 


Bridge on day four of the transfer movement. 


The early days 
A company originally called ‘Tweed Byron Scenic Railway Pty Ltd’ 
was established during 1989 with a view of setting up operations 
in the Northern Rivers region of Northern NSW. Their aim was 
to establish and run a tourist train venture on the Casino to 
Murwillumbah branch line, tapping into the lucrative Gold Coast 
and Tweed Coast tourist markets that were flourishing at the time. 
It wasn’t until January 1992 that the company became known as 
‘Northern Rivers Railroad Pty Ltd’ following an official name change. 
As a basis for this operation the former ‘Southern Cross Express’ 
set of South Australian passenger cars as well as a number of 
unrestored SAR/AN and NSWGR/SRA passenger vehicles were 
purchased during 1989, along with four ex NSWGR/SRA 421 class 
locomotives obtained soon after. The Southern Cross Express cars 
were moved from Melbourne to Goulburn by 42211 on 29 December 
1989, with locomotives 42103, 42105, 42107 and 42109 relocated 
from Junee to the Goulburn locomotive facility hauled dead by 4818 
on 18 October 1990. Following their arrival, restoration work was 
started on the locomotives with 42109 originally obtained as a 
source of spare parts. It was also around this time, SRA locomotives 
42104, 42108 and 42110 were facing scrapping following the 
removal of their traction motors for inclusion in the construction of 
additional Freight Rail locomotives, 8181 to 8184, that they also 
became a source of spares parts prior to their final disposal, allowing 
42109 to be put aside at Goulburn with a view of restoring it at a 
later time. 

42103 was the first locomotive to have its restoration completed 
in May 1993, being repainted into the same green and cream 
colour scheme that the Southern Cross Express cars wore at that 
time as it was originally envisaged the tourist train would run on the 


42107/ 42109/ 42103 with 42105 dead attached lead NRR’s initial movement of rollingstock between Junee and Casino on Friday 18 October 1996. 
The motley collection is seen departing the locality of Johns River, north of Taree, as the train powers onto the approach spans of the Stewarts River 
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NRR’s third revenue service, 6645 fly ash train to Murwillumbah is hauled by 42107 and 42109 along with a dead attached 8203 near Mullumbimby on 
Thursday 2 October 1997. On arrival at the terminus the locomotives took part in an official signing ceremony held to commemorate the start of the 
company’s main line operations in the Northern Rivers region. 


The ARHS operated a tour to Brisbane during Easter 1998 which included a run along the Murwillumbah Branch on the return journey, with special 
arrangements made for a NRR locomotive to accompany the train between Casino and Murwillumbah. NRR’s 42109 is seen leading veteran ALCos 
4520/ 4490/4306 with NL89 at Woodlawn near Lismore on 12 April 1998. 
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Murwillumbah line in this colour scheme. 42107 had a large amount 

of its overhaul completed at Goulburn, including being repainted 

into a white coloured primer by which time all rollingstock was 
relocated back to the Junee locomotive facility in 1995. Following 
further restoration and maintenance work at Junee a trial run of 
locomotives and rollingstock was undertaken between Junee and 
Cootamundra and return on 24 September 1996 in preparation for the 
delivery run of NRR’s fleet to Northern NSW. By this time NRR had 
negotiated a lease on the disused locomotive roundhouse facility at 
Casino in Northern NSW, with Casino also being the junction for the 
Murwillumbah branch line on which NRR would begin a large portion 
of their operations. The facility would be used as the company’s main 
depot for the final restoration of its locomotives and rollingstock as well 
as becoming its maintenance base in the Northern Rivers area. The 
delivery run of locomotives and rollingstock to Casino occurred over 
several days between 15 and 19 October 1996 and was operated 
using 3801 Ltd’s crews and accreditation. The train departed Junee as 
42107, 42109 and 42103 leading nineteen vehicles along with a dead 
attached 42105 which joined the train on route through Sydney, as it 
had previously been moved to Delec some months prior for specialist 
work to be undertaken. 


Start of Operations in the Northern Rivers 

Following the delivery of its rollingstock to Casino in October 1996, 
NRR set about finishing the restoration of its equipment with 42107 
being completed by March 1997 and 42109 shortly thereafter. The 

pair emerged in a new striking corporate livery of royal blue, orange, 
white and yellow which was applied to all subsequent NRR owned 
locomotives following overhaul, except for 42103 which remained in the 
Southern Cross Express livery. 


In the period following the start of the third party open access 
policy in July 1996, NRR who had been in negotiations with 
Freightcorp, were subcontracted to haul cement and fly ash north 
from the handover point of Grafton to Old Casino and Murwillumbah 
respectively. With this, Northern Rivers Railroad became the 
first private operator to access the NSW network with their first 
operational movement occurring on Friday 19 September 1997, 
when locomotives 42109 and 42107 worked light engine from 
Casino to Grafton in preparation for the commencement of regular 
hook and pull duties the following week. After stabling in Grafton 
over the weekend, the two locomotives departed for Murwillumbah 
early on Monday 22 September with 6645 freight hauling a load 
of cement and fly ash that had previously arrived in Grafton on 
Freightcorp’s 1627 freight service. Following that, NRR’s third 
revenue service to Murwillumbah operated on Wednesday 2 October 
with 42107 and 42109 hauling Freightcorp’s 82083 in the consist. 
This unusual movement was due to the locomotives being used in 
an official signing ceremony held at the Murwillumbah railway station 
after the train’s arrival, to commemorate the start of the company’s 
main line operations in the Northern Rivers region and was attended 
by NRR, Freightcorp and Government representatives. 


NRR’s locomotive fleet & freight operations 

Following NRR’s start up of hook and pull operations between Grafton 
and Murwillumbah, the haulage of cement and fly ash settled into a 
regular pattern with one or two return services to the branch terminus 
operating most weeks. By April 1998, NRR had begun moving Cargill 
soybean traffic under the same arrangements it had with Freightcorp with 
the cement and fly ash traffic, with NRR providing the haulage north of 
Grafton. Casino depots original locomotive sanding tower was relocated 


Freightcorp’s 4910 was used periodically on NRR freight services between Grafton and Murwillumbah for several months during 1998. In spectacular 
morning light 4910 and 42107 climb upgrade at Talofa between Bangalow and Byron Bay with a typical 6645 fly ash consist on Tuesday 6 October 1998. 
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7 & ... Northern Rivers Railroad 
became the first private operator 
to access the NSW network with their 
first operational movement occurring on 
Friday 19 September 1997, 
when locomotives 42109 and 42107 
worked light engine from Casino 
to Grafton in preparation for the 
commencement of regular hook and pull 
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over the depot’s rail arrival road and modified with an auger system 


duties the following week. 


which allowed road trucks to discharge adjacent to the tower, which 
was itself then used as a loading bin directly into the Freightcorp grain 
wagons. In order to move volumes of around 50,000 tonnes per annum, 
starting around April up to four trains per week began operating either 
as separate loads or combined with the cement and flyash traffic. In the 
ensuing years NRR performed the mainline duties for the following 1999 
soybean season with Freightcorp sharing the duties during the following 
year. By the start of the 2001 season, Freightcorp had taken over 
operating the majority of the mainline soybean haulage between Casino 
and Grafton with NRR loco’s and crews only assisting occasionally. 

The Easter weekend of 1998 saw the NSW Rail Transport Museum 
and Australian Railway Historical Society ACT division run a tour train of 
fifteen vehicles using locomotives 4306, 4520 and 4490 from Sydney 
to Brisbane and return, with a side trip on the Murwillumbah branch 
on the return journey. On this leg, NRR’s 42109 was attached as lead 
locomotive at Casino on Sunday 12 April, leading the three veteran 
Alco’s on to the branch for the afternoon run to Murwillumbah. After 
arriving at the terminus, 42109 was detached and hauled the rear four 
vehicles of the train back as far as Byron Bay. Later that evening with the 
Murwillumbah XPT having cleared Byron Bay on its return, the remaining 
portion departed the terminus amalgamating with 42109 and the four 
cars at Byron Bay before returning to Casino. 

By mid 1998 NRR had another two locomotives available for use, 
firstly with 42105 having its overhaul completed and entering traffic 
during June, while Freightcorp had also made 4910 available for 
shunting and mainline duties. The 49 had been forwarded to Grafton 
attached to Freightcorp’s 1627 freight on 17 April 1998, and following 
a period of crew training made its first mainline appearance on 6645 
to Murwillumbah leading 42107 on 17 June 1998. During its time with 
NRR, 4910 had continual reliability issues and returned to Sydney for 
repairs on numerous occasions, each time being replaced by a substitute 
Freightcorp 48 class locomotive with numerous class members making 
an appearance. With reliability still an issue, 4910 continued to be used 
by NRR when available until late November when it was permanently 
replaced by members from the 48 class ranks. Perhaps, one of 4910's 
final duties for NRR was when it headed south from Grafton to retrieve 
X200 class rail tractor X117 from Nambucca Heads on 14 November 
1998. X117 had been Freightcorp’s yard shunter in Kempsey for a 
number of years, and following NRR negotiating a permanent lease for 
its use as the Casino depot shunter, it had departed Kempsey under its 
own power. However, it broke down at Nambucca Heads which lead to 
4910 being used to complete the journey. 

By August 1998, both 42103 and 42105 were experiencing 
traction motor problems requiring specialist attention not available 
at Casino, and so the pair was forwarded on NRR's 6646 freight to 
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Grafton behind 42109 and 4865 on 28 August, before continuing 
onto Newcastle the following day on 6122 behind 8254. Departing 
from Port Waratah on 31 August, the two NRR locomotives were 
then hauled dead attached behind 8212, 48155 and 48143 

on 4531 empty wheat train to Werris Creek where repairs were 
carried out at Freightcorp’s locomotive maintenance facility. 

42103 had its repairs completed first departing Werris Creek on 

4 September attached to 5174 wheat train to Newcastle, before it 
was then attached to 1627 behind 8233 and 8218 the following 

day returning to Grafton. Strangely, this movement also included 
electric locomotive 4602 which was being hauled to Raleigh for 
transhipment to the Dorrigo Steam Railway and Museum. 42105 had 
its repairs completed a little over a week later returning to Grafton on 
19 September. 

NRR acauired its fifth 421 class locomotive during mid 1998 when it 
purchased 42106 from privately owned interests. When acquired it was 
in storage at the NSW Rail Transport Museum at Thirlmere, and although 
having had its engine and associated components removed, it was 
obtained with the view of eventually returning the locomotive to traffic. 
Following a couple of false starts, it was finally collected from Thirlmere 
by 4864 on 25 September 1998 before progressing up the north coast 
behind 8233 on Freightcorp’s 1627 service to Grafton the following day. 
42106 was hauled from Grafton behind 42107 and 42103 before being 
detached off NRR’s 6645 freight at Old Casino on 30 September 1998 
from where it was moved to the depot at a later time. Some restoration 
work was progressively carried out on the locomotive in the following few 
years, however the overhaul was never completed and 42106 remained 
in storage at the Casino Roundhouse. 

The next locomotive acquisition for NRR was their first 422 class 
locomotive, 42202 from Freightcorp around April 1999, although the 
locomotive would remain in Sydney until later the following year. Still 
in the candy colour scheme, 42202 had been languishing at Chullora 
for several years following a major overhaul which had been halted 
soon after starting, and subsequently it was missing an engine and 
associated components at the time of its purchase. During the early 
months of 1999, NRR had negotiated contracts with Freightcorp for 
the routine maintenance of wagons used in north coast sugar and fly 
ash traffic, with facilities for this work being established in Grafton’s 
main rail yard. With Freightcorp reducing services in the region, NRR 
also took on the task of performing first response duties in the event of 
breakdowns or accidents for all operators between Kempsey and the 
Queensland border. 

Further contract expansion occurred in mid 1999 when NRR begun 
performing hook and pull duties for Rail Services Australia (RSA) on all 
forms of maintenance and infrastructure trains operating on the NSW 
North Coast and Murwillumbah branch lines, and for QR Infrastructure 
on the portion of standard gauge line between the Queensland border 
and Acacia Ridge (Brisbane) which was managed by Queensland 
Railways. Following a change of NSW network owners in January 2001, 
Rail Infrastructure Corporation (RIC) continued contracting NRR to 
perform the same role. 

Also, beginning on 24 Sept 1999, for a period of approximately 
three months, NRR was contracted by energy provider, North Power, 
to provide a work train consist to assist with the construction of a high 
tension power line which was being installed primarily underground 
within the rail corridor between Murwillumbah and Mullumbimby. This 
small train consisted of a NRR locomotive, several WSC sleeper 
wagons loaded with electrical materials and ex NSW RUB car 
NDS2269 which was used as a crew vehicle by the project staff. 
During the construction period the train occupied the Murwillumbah- 
Byron Bay section during daylight hours which resulted in a fly ash 
timetable change with the loaded train arriving at Murwillumbah during 
the early morning hours and departing well before the work train 
occupied the section. 


With Freightcorp’s 4910 away receiving repairs at regular intervals during 1998, various members from the 48 class ranks substituted in its place. 
4877 trails 42109 across the timber and steel bridge spanning Burringbar Creek at Mooball with 6646 empty fly ash on Friday 31 July 1998. 


With the second year of soybean rail haulage from the Northern Rivers region well underway, Freightcorp’s 4859 leads 42105 and 42103 with a string 
of empty grain wagons at Shannon Brook, between Leeville and Casino with 6645 on Sunday 16 May 1999. 
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Retracing the same journey as the previous day’s inaugural run, we see 42109 and 42107 returning NL43 ‘Ritz Rail’ to Murwillumbah from Casino’s 
‘Beef Week’ celebrations, with the pair of gleaming streamliners leading a highly polished nine car set at the start of the climb to Naughtons Gap 
tunnel on Saturday 29 May 1999. 


The second half of 1999 saw NRR begin hauling maintenance and infrastructure trains for Rail Services Australia in the Northern Rivers and South 
East Queensland regions. Solo 42103 hauls 6M28 empty sleeper train across Grady’s Creek at Mount Lion in the NSW/Queensland border ranges on 
Tuesday 20 July 1999. 
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In late 1999, NRR purchased their second 422 class locomotive in 
the form of 42206 from Freightcorp. Still in the Freightcorp blue colour 
scheme It had been set aside and stored at Werris Creek earlier that year 
with main generator problems and at the time of its sale was also missing 
traction motors. After being forwarded to Chullora for repairs in early 
2000, the locomotive departed Sydney attached to Freightcorp’s 1627 
freight service to Grafton on 7 February 2000. Along with two open 
wagons containing spare parts and an EMD locomotive engine, it was 
detached at Old Casino from NRR’s 6645 freight hauled by 42107 and 
4856 on 8 February 2000, before being started and driven to the Casino 
depot under its own power the following day. Subsequently, following 
the completion of its overhaul and painting in the NRR colour scheme, it 
entered traffic on 16 June 2000, becoming NRR's first operational 422 
class locomotive. Earlier that day, 4855 and 42103 having departed 
Grafton with 6645 freight service, attached 42206 at Casino as third 
unit for its first main line run to Murwillumbah. 42206 operated as lead 
locomotive on the return run, before being detached at Casino and 
following some further work it entered NRR’s locomotive pool. 

A major realignment of the Pacific Highway along the Tweed 
Coast from May 2000 resulted in increased volumes of fly ash and 
cement being needed for highway construction. During that period, 
NRR increased the number of freight services to Murwillumbah with 
four trains regularly operating most weeks. Furthermore, Mullumbimby 
crossing loop was also reopened during 2001 to allow cement and 
fly ash wagons to be unloaded closer to the current work site. With 
the extra volume of freight and limited wagon availability, the need for 
quicker turnaround times at Mullumbimby and Murwillumbah brought 
about another timetable change with the loaded service from Grafton 
usually arriving in Murwillumbah around daybreak. Cement and fly ash 
product was unloaded during the day with the empty train departing 
back south that evening. During the last week of July 2000, Freightcorp 
extended its operation of the North Coast 1627 freight service from 
Grafton continuing on to Old Casino, where NRR then took over the 
haulage duties to Murwillumbah. With this change in operation NRR’s 
use of a Freightcorp 48 class locomotive ceased with the last day of 
working 6645 out of Grafton occurring on 26 July 2000 with 4855 
leading 42103. 

The final months of 2000 saw NRR further expand its area of 
operations, some of which would clearly indicate the company’s future 
direction in the ensuing eighteen month period. On 29 August, 42206 and 
42103 worked light engine into Queensland where 42103 was detached 
at Bromelton with 42206 continuing onto Acacia Ridge. The following day 
42206 worked two separate trials between Acacia Ridge and Bromelton 
with a Queensland Railways narrow gauge BEZY container wagon that 
had been fitted with standard gauge bogies and reclassified as a QQAY. 
Following the trial, 42206 departed light engine collecting 42103 anda 
ballast plough at Bromelton on the return to Casino. 

42206 and 42103 worked a ballasting programme at various 
locations along the North Coast line during September and October 
2000, when on its completion, both locomotives began a period on 
hire with other operators in the Newcastle and Sydney areas. From 
late October, 42206 spent time on hire with Lachlan Valley Rail Freight 
LVRF being commonly used on the daily 1467/4168 Sandgate - Botany 
service, and 42103 being hired to Austrac and used on Patrick Port 
Botany to Yennora trip trains. This introduction to locomotive leasing 
was to set the stage for the following eighteen month period which 
saw further NRR locomotives hired out and operate over a broader 
area of the NSW network than they had previously done. Also, at about 
this time, 42105 had its roof repainted blue in an effort to address the 
constant issue of exhaust grime detracting from the overall appearance 
of the locomotive. 

In approximately October 2000, locomotive 4906 which had been 
stored at Clyde Engineering’s Kelso, Bathurst plant for several years 
awaiting reactivation for then owner Manildra mills was sold to NRR. 


& & This introduction to 
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previously done. 
Both LVRF and Freight Australia had previously assisted with its delivery 
to Newcastle, when on 20 November, 42206 and 42108, both off hire 
from LVRF and Austrac respectively, hauled 4906 on 6M21 ballast from 
Broadmeadow to Casino. Early the following year, 4906 had its bogies 
removed so that they could be forwarded on to Queensland Railways 
Redbank (lpswich) railway workshops. At Redbank, these bogies would 
be used In a project involving a Queensland Railways 1502 class being 
rebuilt as a standard gauge locomotive. 

During the nineteen month period that 42202 spent at Chullora 
workshops following its purchase by NRR around April 1999, a 
replacement engine and associated components were finally acquired 
and fitted, along with an extensive overhaul of the bogies being 
performed at the same time. At the completion of this work, LVRF 
assisted with the locomotives transfer to Sandgate (Newcastle) on 
its 1467 freight service from Sydney, when on 27 November 2000, 
42206/42103 straddling 42202 hauled the delivery run along the North 
Coast Line. Following the arrival at Casino the locomotive was positioned 
in the depot roundhouse to continue the lengthy restoration process. 

42103 was hired out to Austrac for a second term with the 
locomotive departing light engine for Sydney on 12 December 2000. 
Again, the intention was to use it primarily on Patrick Port Botany to 
Yennora trip trains, however, in the days following its arrival in Sydney 
it also ventured to Harefield in southern NSW working solo on Friday 
15 December hauling 1361 empty containerized grain train. With the 
locomotive not being used during the weekend, It was sub leased to ATN 
Access, assisting on a Narrandera grain service with 845/838 and B80 
on 16 December, before returning to Sydney with Austrac’s 3162 loaded 
train on Sunday 17 December behind EL56/EL60. 42103 remained on 
hire well into the following year returning to Casino on 27 March 2001, 
when just two days earlier 42206/42107 had departed for Sydney for a 
stint on hire with Freight Australia. Beginning on 29 March 2001, these 
two locomotives worked log traffic between Hume near Queanbeyan and 
Port Kembla up until early May, with the pair also being used during this 
same period on a number of occasions on LVRF’s 1467/4168 Sandgate 
train as well as on a RIC South Coast ballast train when not being used 
by Freight Australia. 

Freightcorp sold off a number of its remaining 442 and 49 
class locomotives around April 2001, with NRR acquiring another 
seven 49 class locomotives in the sale. When 42107 and 42206 
came off hire from Freight Australia in early May 2001, they hauled 
4903/4914/4901/4912 and 4909, departing Sydney on 5 May 2001 
as D141 light engines while 4902/4905 remained stored at Delec. The 
consist arrived in Casino two days later as part of 6M21 ballast train with 
the 49s being shunted into the NRR locomotive depot compound. In the 
months following, 4903 was reactivated enabling it to be used as the 
depot shunter. However, the remaining locomotives, like the previously 
acquired 4906 had their bogies removed and forwarded to Queensland 
Railway's Redbank workshops to be eventually used in the 1502 class 
standard gauge locomotive rebuild programme. 
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Unusually marshalled 42105, 4859 and 42109 lead a mixed load of Ritz Rail cars and empty fly ash wagons near Woodlawn on Thursday 19 August 
1999. The passenger cars and extra locomotive were returning to Casino on the 6646 fly ash service due to the lack of secure storage facilities for the 
Ritz Rail consist at Murwillumbah at this time. 


With the completion of 42206’s overhaul in June 2000, it began being used on all of NRR’s regular mainline haulage duties. Seen here with 42103 and 
4855, it stands at Casino railway station prior to departure with 6476 soybean train to Grafton on Sunday 2 July 2000. 
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42206 also saw some regular use on the Ritz Rail tourist train out of Murwillumbah during the second half of the year 2000. On Monday 21 of August 
2000, 42206 and 42107 haul NL41 past the remains of Bangalow railway station on the return run to Murwillumbah. 


Operating over its old southern NSW stomping grounds, 42103 while on hire with Austrac approaches the Olympic Highway at Tanyinna Gates near 
Bethungra with 1361 empty containerized grain to Harefield on Friday 15 December 2000. 
Image by Laurie Anderson 
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5 Northern Rivers Railroad’s 
long held ambition to operate a 
tourist train finally came to fruition on 
Friday 28 May 1999, when the train 
officially launched under the ‘Ritz Rail’ 
name departed Murwillumbah as a 
nine car consist with 42107/42109 
doing the honours. 4 % 


During the second half of 2001, NRR gained further contracts with 
RIC working maintenance trains away from the regular North Coast and 
Northern Rivers regions. 42206 and 42107 worked a programme of 
sleeper trains between Taree and various locations on the Main Northern 
Line as far up as Quirindi during June 2001. 42206 and 42109 travelled 
light engine from Casino to Unanderra (Wollongong) between 6 - 8 
July 2001 to collect the overhead wiring train that had been previously 
used in the south coast electrification programme, returning the train 
to Sydney on Q July. The following day saw the pair depart Sydney for 
Casino hauling a 33 wagon consist of recently purchased older perway 
rollingstock. In the period following the wagon's arrival at Casino, 
many had their bogies removed, which like the previously removed 49 
class bogies were forwarded over the border for use with Queensland 
Railways standard gauge wagon projects. 42206/42103 again ventured 
south to Sydney being involved with the upgrade on the East Hills line, 
hauling RIC spoil trains for most of August 2001. 

With much of the NRR locomotive fleet already heavily committed 
to duties elsewhere during early November 2001, LVRF was contracted 
to operate a number of North Coast ballast trains into Queensland 
at this time. LVRF, having 42207 and 42209 on hire from Australia 
Southern Railroad, departed Namoona ballast siding near Casino with 
the first train on 9 November, however 42209 failed with traction motor 
issues on the first day of the programme. NRR’s only available spare 
locomotive 421038, was substituted for the failed 422 and worked 
with 42207 into Queensland for the remainder of the programme 
between 10 and 12 November. Between lower North Coast ballasting 
duties during late November 2001, Austrac hired 42109 to replace a 
failed FL220 on its North West 4557/5458 grain service. Departing 
Newcastle on 21 November 2001, 42109 lead 4904/4814 as far 
as Narrabri West, before being detached allowing the two branch 
line locomotives to continue to Beanbri to load. 42109 returned to 
Newcastle two days later as second unit trailing EL54 along with the 
two branch line units. 


Interail 

It came as no surprise given NRR’s recent involvement with 
Queensland Rail, when on the 11 March 2002, QR announced that its 
subsidiary company QR National Pty Ltd was purchasing the freight 
assets and operations of Northern Rivers Railroad. Despite this, the 
Ritz Rail tourist train and 49 class locomotives 4903 and 4906 were 
not included in the sale. 

The purchase was completed during April 2002 with a change of 
business name to Interail Australia Pty Ltd. 

On 29 May 2002, 42107 worked light engine from Casino to 
Acacia Ridge to collect the first completed ex Queensland Railways 
1502 class standard gauge locomotive. Given the 423 class 
classification, 42301 (ex 1504) was hauled back to Casino along 
with a QR QHAF coal wagon on standard gauge bogies. Just two 
days later on 31 May, Interail had their official company launch at 
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the Casino depot where newly refurbished locomotives 42301 and 
42202 were both unveiled, adorned with the new company logo's 
and named ‘Lismore’ and ‘Casino’ respectively. During the following 
month both locomotives ran a number of trial runs before beginning 
regular service. 

Initially, with the change in company ownership there was not much 
change to operations in the Northern Rivers region. The Murwillumbah 
branch cement and fly ash traffic continued to operate as it had been, 
running several times per week up until the completion of the Tweed 
Coast Pacific Highway bypass in August 2002, at which time this 
traffic dwindled before ceasing completely in December 2002. Ritz 
Rail, for the short term still operated out of the Murwillumbah terminus 
under a hook and pull arrangement with Interail, with the locomotives 
now displaying a change in company signage to reflect their new 
owners. Interail continued to perform the hook and pull duties on RIC 
infrastructure and maintenance trains with the continuing North Coast 
mainline track upgrade. From this time onwards, Interail continued to 
evolve under QR National's guidance with numerous locomotives from 
differing backgrounds being either acquired or leased, and rollingstock 
generally from over the border in Queensland used to cover the 
company’s expansion into coal and intermodal container haulage over 
the ensuing years. 

Of the eight 49 class locomotives originally obtained by NRR, the 
bogies from six were eventually fitted to six 1502/4283 class rebuilds 
entering into NSW traffic between June 2002 and April 2005. 4903 
and 4906 were eventually road hauled from the Casino depot site on 
19 November 2004, being transported to the Lithgow State Mine facility 
before being reactivated for Patrick Portlink in 2005. 4901/4909/4912 
and 4914 were sold at auction to a Brisbane scrap merchant in July 
2008, along with a number of wagon frames and a vandalised fire 
damaged passenger brake van MHY 2637, with all being removed off site 
soon after. 4902/4905 which remained stored at Delec for a number of 
years were eventually sold without bogies to Traction Engineering and 
forwarded to the Seymour Railway Heritage Centre in Victoria, while 
X117 was obtained by the Hunter Valley Railway Trust and forwarded to 
the Rothbury Riot Railway site at Branxton in late 2008. 


Ritz Rail Tourist Train 

The movement of NRR passenger rollingstock between Junee and 
Casino in October 1996 consisted predominantly of vehicles from the 
ill-fated Southern Cross Express tourist train venture of the late 1980s. 
Included in the nineteen car consist behind the 421 class locomotives 
were the eight South Australian steel body passengers cars and three 
Victorian CP vans (numbers 24, 30 and 35) which made up the Southern 
Cross Express. Also in the consist were unrestored South Australian 
cars BF343, BE346, BE351, as well as NSW vehicles BS20338, 
BS2076, MHY2637, open wagon NOBX 31654J and Victorian van 
VLPY 134. Following the initial arrival of rollingstock at Casino, further 
passenger car deliveries occurred with South Australian Bluebird Railcar 
BR103, Southern Aurora power van PHN2369, and three NSW RUB 
cars SBH2248, TDS2243 and NDS2269 all arriving on site at Casino in 
the following months. 

The mammoth task of restoring the vehicles begun following their 
arrival and continued through into 1999 by which time all restored cars 
were painted into the company’s blue NRR Ritz Rail colour scheme, 
along with most cars being named with reference to the Northern 
Rivers region. The final 11 cars making up the Ritz Rail consist included 
713 ‘Power Car’, 502 ‘Oxley Sitting Car’, 603 ‘Clarence Sitting Car’ 
604 ‘Wilson Sitting Car’, 605 ‘Brunswick Sitting Car’, SBH2248 
‘Billinudgel'’ (sitting car), 601 ‘Tweed Dining Car’, 607 ‘Richmond Dining 
Car’, 708 ‘Cape Byron Club Car’, Bluebird Railcar BR103 (dance car) 
and van CP24. All remaining unrestored vehicles would remain at the 
Casino locomotive depot compound. Ritz Rail’s first mainline outing 
occurred on 21 April 1999, when 42109 hauled a five car consist along 


Returning to their home depot after a short period on hire, 42206 and 42103 haul a recently acquired 4906 along with the 6M21 ballast train through 
Coramba on route to Casino on Monday 20 November 2000. 


42206/42107/42103 lead the forward portion of 6M36 ballast across one of the numerous timber trestle bridges near Lismore on Saturday 25 
November 2000. A brake pipe fracture on one of the ballast wagons occurred near Eltham requiring the train to clear the section to Lismore in two 
separate portions. 
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the Murwillumbah branch between Casino and Lismore in order to film a 
television commercial to advertise and promote the official launch of the 
train the following month. Northern Rivers Railroad’s long held ambition 
to operate a tourist train finally came to fruition on Friday 28 May 1999, 
when the train officially launched under the ‘Ritz Rail’ name departed 
Murwillumbah as a nine car consist with 42107/42109 doing the 
honours. In conjunction with Casino’s ‘Beef Week’ celebrations, NRR 
sponsored the ‘Beef Week Cup’ at Casino's racecourse and conveyed 
invited guests from Murwillumbah on the inaugural run, returning to the 
terminus that evening. A second service conveying paying passengers 
retraced the inaugural journey the next day, where following, the Ritz 
Rail consist and its locomotives were returned to Casino on Monday 31 
May hauled by fly ash locomotives 42105/4856, following their arrival at 
Murwillumbah with the loaded service. 

Ritz Rail commenced operating daytime lunch services between 
Murwillumbah and Byron Bay during early July, initially on Sundays along 
with some dinner and jazz theme trains on Saturday evenings starting 
shortly thereafter. At this time, and with no safe storage facilities at the 
terminus, the consist began being returned to Casino between weekend 
operations until a secure compound just north of the Murwillumbah station 
on part of the original line to Condong was established. NRR’s 6645/6646 
freight service into Murwillumbah was regularly used to convey the Ritz Rail 
cars and locomotives between the terminus and Casino. 

Following its introduction, Ritz Rail gradually began to expand Its 
area of operations during 1999, firstly with the Sunday train and for a 
short period only, NRR ran a ‘Country Gourmet Luncheon’ service as 
far as Casino operating twice per month. New marketing also saw the 
train operate tours to Coffs Harbour during July and Brisbane in October 
along with an evening dinner train running into the NSW/Queensland 
Border Ranges during December. 
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From March 2000 the day train began operating five days per 
week, being extended to run to Lismore on Sundays and Wednesdays 
giving Ritz Rail passengers the opportunity to de-train at Byron Bay or 
Bangalow before rejoining the train on the return journey. Following its 
overhaul, 42206 entered NRR service and began being used on Ritz Rail 
services from early June 2000, regularly combining with another NRR 
coloured 421 class locomotive. 

The train again visited Brisbane, operating separate lunch and 
evening dinner services between Roma Street and Loadstone in the 
NSW/Queensland border ranges during December 2000, along with an 
overnight tour to the Queensland capital in March 2001. 

NRR’s stretched locomotive roster during mid 2001 resulted in the 
Southern Cross liveried 421083 finally making an appearance on the Ritz 
Rail train, first for a two week period during late June and then again on 
several occasions during October 2001. 

With QR/Interail announcing its intention to purchase the freight 
assets and business of NRR during March 2002, it was revealed the Ritz 
Rail tourist train would not be included in the sale, nor would locomotives 
4903 and 4906 as it was originally envisaged that they would eventually 
be reactivated and used to haul the passenger service at a later time. From 
this time onwards, Ritz Rail services continued to operate regularly on the 
Murwillumbah branch generally with a single 421 class locomotive now 
displaying Interail signage. A ten car consist was chartered by the Salvation 
Army, being used and promoted as an ‘Employment Plus Initiative’ which ran 
between 5 and 17 October 2002. The train made visits to Brisbane using 
locomotives 42202 and 42109, and to Newcastle, Gosford and Sydney 
with 42105. As the year drew to a close, Ritz Rail announced it would cease 
operating the tourist service partially due to skyrocketing insurance costs, 
with the final service operating on 7 December 2002. The full 11 car consist 
was then placed in the Murwillumbah compound and stored. 
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Freight Australia hired NRR locomotives 42206 and 42107 to haul its log train between Hume and Port Kembla for several weeks during 2001. 
Following the completion of loading at Hume on the then remaining short section of the truncated Bombala line, 2962 log train operating in push-pull 
returns to the junction at Queanbeyan with 42206 leading and 42107 trailing on Wednesday 25 April 2001. 


Consequently, NRR’s surplus unrestored passenger rollingstock 
located at the Casino locomotive depot site began being removed 
during the latter half of 2003. A number of vehicles including three 
SAR steel body cars and two NSW BS cars had been previously 
moved to Grafton, before being attached to Pacific National’s 4BW4 
steel train and moved to Morandoo (Newcastle) on 10 September 
2003. From there they were moved by LVRF using locomotive JL402 
hauling the consist to the Lithgow State Mine via Gulgong and pausing 
at the Hunter Valley Railway Trust’s Rothbury Riot site at Branxton en 
route to exchange some cars. 3801 Ltd operated a tour to Casino on 
the October 2003 long weekend using steam locomotive 3801, with 
branch line diesel locomotives 4908 and 4918 assisting. A side tour to 
Murwillumbah on 5 October using the two 49’s and three passenger 
Cars was also used to move the remaining trafficable NRR rollingstock, 
with ex Southern Cross Express vans CP30, CP35, Victorian van 
VLPY134 and Southern Aurora powercar PHN2369 also being 
attached for the run along the branch before being placed into storage 
at the terminus with the other Ritz Rail rollingstock. 

From the start of 2003, the only regular rail traffic using the 
Murwillumbah branch was the daily XPT service, but by April 2004 the 
NSW State Government announced the closure of the line to occur on 
17 May 2004. With closure looming, the NSWRTM were given the task 
of removing the stowed NRR Ritz Rail rollingstock from Murwillumbah. 
And so, on 8 May 2004, the last locomotive hauled train departed 
Murwillumbah with RTM branchline locomotives 4803 and 4916 
hauling the fifteen car consist with 4201 being attached at Casino on 
the return journey. From here, the train would continue to Lithgow via 
Sydney where the rollingstock was placed into storage at the Lithgow 
State Mine. 

Much of NRR's rollingstock collection was subsequently sold off to a 
number of new owners over the ensuing years with some cars still seeing 


Although primarily on hire to Freight Australia at this time, NRR’s 42107 and 42206 are seen trailing CFCLA’s EL58 at Warabrook on Lachlan Valley Rail 
Freight’s 4168 Sandgate to Botany container service on Monday 9 April 2001. 
Image by Brian Pycock 


revenue service today. They include, RUB car SBH2248 ‘Billinudgel’ 
which was rebuilt as a crew van and renumbered PSDS2248 for service 
with SCT logistics. Ex-Bluebird Railcar BR103 was also rebuilt as a crew 
van, renumbered RZDY 103, given its original name ‘Ibis’ and is currently 
in service with Pacific National. 

Of the original Southern Cross Express cars, 708 ‘Cape Byron Club 
Car’ was purchased by 707 Operations Inc in Newport, Victoria, while 
713 ‘Power Car’, 601 ‘Tweed Dining Car’, 607 ‘Richmond Dining Car’ 
and 502 ‘Oxley Sitting Car’ were purchased by Steamrail Victoria. 603 
‘Clarence Sitting Car’, 604 ‘Wilson Sitting Car’, 605 ‘Brunswick Sitting 
Car’ and vans CP24, CP30, CP35 are currently stored at Parkes NSW, 
without a use. 

RUB cars TDS2243 and NDS2269 were sold to the failed 
‘Murraylander’ tourism train consortium at Tailem Bend in South Australia, 
while Southern Aurora power van PHN2369 was sold to Great Southern 
Railway who had it refurbished for use on the Overland passenger 
service, where tt Is still in regular service today. 
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High in the hills above Byron Bay, the ‘bark’ of two-stroke GM’s breaks the early morning air as 42107 and 42103 climb towards the top of the Byron 
escarpment at Talofa with 6645 fly ash service to Murwillumbah on Wednesday 30 September 1998. 
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From the start of Ritz Rail operations, NRR coloured locomotives had been purposely used to match the colour scheme of the passenger cars, 


however with the locomotive fleet committed to duties elsewhere Southern Cross liveried 42103 finally made a number of appearances during 2001. 
Drifting through the hills between Eltham and Bexhill 42103 and 42109 lead NL40 to Lismore on Wednesday 20 June 2001. 


NRR locomotives were used on several occasions to haul the Rail Infrastructure Corporation AK inspection 
South-East Queensland Regions. On one such occasion 42206 provided the horsepower for 6M83 AK cars along the Murwillumbah branch, and is seen 


here leaving the outskirts of Lismore on Tuesday 31 July 2001. 
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Climbing the grade across Grady’s Creek Number Five Bridge at Cougal, 42107/42206 haul 6M21 ballast train towards the Border Loop Spiral so as to 
begin a ballasting programme over the border in Queensland on Saturday 12 May 2001. 


RENWAL A 


Working away from the more regular maintenance operations on the North Coast line, NRR’s 42103 and 42206 stand under the electrification in the 
Sydney suburb of Bexley North with a RIC spoil train during the East Hills line upgrade on Sunday 19 August 2001. 
Image by Rick Coles 
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It wasn’t until after the sale of NRR to Interail in April 2002, that 42202 having had its restoration completed finally made it back to mainline operations. 


Running between ballasting sites on the Murwillumbah branch, 42202 ‘Casino’ is seen leading 42107 and 42301 as they haul 6M33 ballast train near 
Naughtons Gap on Monday 16 December 2002. 


Interails 423 class locomotives only worked onto the Murwillumbah branch on a couple of occasions prior to the closure of the line in May 2004. 


42302 (ex 1507) and 42301 ‘Lismore’ (ex 1504) both running on NRR’s 49 class bogies, straddle a blue roofed 42105 as they haul 6M25 ballast train at 
Leycester, near Lismore on Saturday 15 March 2003. 
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NEW LOCOMOTIVES 


BHP Billiton Iron Ore 


4415-4420 — model SD70ACe — built ProgressRail, Muncie, IN, USA - 


arrived 30/7/13 


4421-4431 — model SD70ACe — built ProgressRail, Muncie, IN, USA - 


arrived 24/8/13 


BMA (BHPB Mitsubishi Alliance, QLD narrow gauge) 
BMACC001 — model E40AC-V3 - built by Siemens, German — 
arrived Fisherman’s Island 5/7/13, to Moolabin 9/7/13, dep 
Moolabin 10/7/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 11/7/13 

BMACC002 — model E40AC-V3 - built by Siemens, German - 
arrived Fisherman's Island 30/7/13; to Moolabin 1/8/13, dep 
Moolabin 1/8/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 2/8/13 

BMACC003 — model E40AC-V3 - built by Siemens, Germany — 
arrived Fisherman's Island 30/7/13; to Moolabin 1/8/13, dep 
Moolabin 1/8/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 2/8/13 

BMACC004 — model E40AC-V3 - built by Siemens, Germany - 
arrived Fisherman's Island 13/8/13; to Moolabin 13/8/13, dep 
Moolabin 14/8/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 15/8/13 

BMACC005 — model E40AC-V3 - built by Siemens, Germany - 
arrived Fisherman's Island 13/8/13; to Moolabin 13/8/13, dep 
Moolabin 14/8/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 15/8/13 


National Rail Equipment 
1203 - model 3GS24C — built by NRE, Mt.Vernon, USA - 
not yet delivered — stored Mt.Vernon mid July 


Pacific National Coal (QLD narrow gauge) 
7141 — built by Siemens, Germany — arr Fisherman's Island 5/7/13, 


to Moolabin 9/7/13, dep Moolabin 10/7/13 for Nebo Depot, arr 11/7/13 


UGL Rail 

CRLOO1 - model C44ACi - built UGL, Broadmeadow, NSW - 
trial run — 13/8/13 

CRLOO2 - model C44ACi — built UGL, Broadmeadow, NSW - 
trial run — 13/8/13 


Downer Rail 


LDPO16 - model GT42CU-AC - built Downer Rail, Maryborough, QLD - 


trial run 9/8/13 


LDP0O17 - model GT42CU-AC - built Downer Rail, Maryborough, QLD - 


trial run 9/8/13 


LOCOMOTIVE MAJOR WORK 


Aurizon (QLD & WA standard gauge) 
ACA6010 — accident, body damage — repaired at Forrestfield, WA - 
released — 22/5/13 


CBH Group (WA) 

CBH004 - derailment damage — 27/3/13 —- repaired and released 
early July 

CBHO017 — major engine repairs at Gemco, Bellevue — released June 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 


TT104 — ex accident repairs — released 19/8/13 - trial run with V544 on 


20/8/13 — transfer to NSW on 2/9/13 


Southern Shorthaul Railroad (NSW & VIC) 
B75 — major overhaul and repaint Consolidated Rail Leasing livery — 
not yet released 
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LOCGOMOT Ve REBUILDS/ 
CGONVERSIONS 


Aurizon (QLD & WA standard gauge) 

2809 — scheduled to be transferred from Adelaide to UGL Rail, 
Broadmeadow, NSW for exhaust modifications — 

then renumbered 3209 

2821 — scheduled to be transferred from Adelaide to UGL Rail, 
Broadmeadow, NSW for exhaust modifications — 

then renumbered 3221 

3215 — renumbered from 2815 — after exhaust modifications - July 


CFCL Australia 
VL362 — converted standard gauge to broad gauge - released 9/9/13 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 

NR8 — to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering — 
and repaint - released 31/8/13 

NR36 - to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering — 
released 18/7/13 

NR62 — to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering — 
released 10/6/13 

NR9Q1 — to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering — 
released 19/6/13 

NR101 — to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering — 
released 7/7/13 

NR105 — to UGL, Spotswood, VIC major overhaul and repowering - 
released 30/5/13 


LOCOMOTIVE REFURBISHMENTS/ 
OVERFAULS 


Aurizon (QLD & WA narrow gauge) 

2321D — ex 2321 —- Component Change Out RACS Redbank, QLD - 
released 18/7/13 — Aurizon livery 

2803 - Component Change Out RACS Redbank, QLD - 

released 2/8/13 — Aurizon livery 


Aurizon (QLD & WA standard gauge) 
DC2208 — into workshop 
DC2215 — overhaul stopped 


CFCL Australia 

EL53 — arrived Islington, SA shops — 5/8/13 

EL55 — arrived Islington, SA shops for overhaul — 22/7/13 
VL856 — arrived Islington, SA shops — 5/8/13 


Genesee & Wyoming Australia 

701 — due to enter Islington, SA shops — 2/9/13 

CLP16 — arrived Downer Rail, Port Augusta, SA shops for overhaul — 
30/7/13 


Specialized Container Transport 

SCT007 - to Dry Creek LMC, SA — for Component Change Out - 
mid August 

SCT008 — ex Dry Creek LMC, SA - Component Change Out - 
12/8/13 


LOCOMOTIVE REPAINTS 


CFCL Australia 
EL61 — ex overhaul and repaint at Islington, SA shops — 
released 24/7/13 


CF4407 - repainted to Freightliner livery at AHSC Goulburn — 
released 16/9/13 — leased to Freightliner 17/9/13 
CF4408 - repainted to Freightliner livery at AHSC Goulburn — 
released 16/9/13 — leased to Freightliner 17/9/13 


Genesee & Wyoming Australia 

847 — transferred by road from Whyalla to Port Lincoln — arrived 16/7/13 
902 — transferred by road from Whyalla to Port Lincoln — arrived 18/6/13 
CORRECTION: 904 was not transferred from Whyalla to Port Lincoln; 


Genesee & Wyoming Australia 
850 — ex overhaul and repaint at Downer, Port Lincoln — 
released 5/7/13 


Pacific National 

NR111 —- repainted at Chullora, NSW into PN ‘stars’ livery — 
released 11/7/13 

NR114 — repainted at Chullora, NSW into PN ‘stars’ livery — 
released 29/7/13 

XR550 — overhaul and PN repaint at Downer, Newport, VIC - 
released 12/8/13 


LOCOMOTIVE SALES/TRANSFars/ 


WITHDRAWALS/DISPOSALS 


Access Recycling 
8014 — ex Engenco — towed Werris Creek to Branxton, NSW - 
for scrap 


Aurizon (QLD & WA narrow gauge) 
1720 class — 1743D, 1759D, 1762D, 1763D, 1773D 
2100 class — 2122F 


2150 class — 2155D, 2156D, 2157D, 2159D, 2160D, 2161D, 2162D 


2170 class — 2185D, 2204D 
2170F class - 2172F 

2400 class — 2412D 

3100 class — 3104 


Above sold to Apex Australia P/L, June 2013; departed Brisbane by ship 


22/8/13 for South Africa 


NOTE: 1722D, 1727D, 1747D & 1750D from last year’s sale also went 
on this ship. 2101H & 2121F remained and are to be scrapped locally 


Aurizon (QLD & WA standard gauge) 


GM30 - remains sold for scrap — moved by road to scrap dealer Dodd 


Metal Recyclers, Forrestfield - 30/7/13 
L3116 — transferred to Forrestfield shop shunter 


BHP Billiton Iron Ore 
3083 - scrapped 10/7/13 
3084 — scrapped 7/7/13 


3085 — previously noted as scrapped is incorrect, currently stored 


3086 — stored Flashbutt Siding 

3089 —- stored 

3090 — stored Flashbutt Siding 

3091 — stored Flashbutt Siding 

3092 — stored Flashbutt Siding 

3094 - stored Flashbutt Siding 

3095 — stored Flashbutt Siding 

6071 - withdrawn from service 

6072 — withdrawn from service 1/9/13 
6073 — withdrawn from service 1/9/13 
6074 — withdrawn from service a/c engine failure 2/13 
6075 — withdrawn from service 1/9/13 
6076 — withdrawn from service 1/9/13 
6077 — withdrawn from service 1/9/13 


CFCL Australia 
S300 - transferred to South Australia — 11/7/13 
S311 —- transferred to South Australia -— 11/7/13 


Engenco 
48s35 — ex Freightliner lease — returned to Parkes — 19/8/13 


but remains at Whyalla. 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 

8039 — transferred early May to Broken Hill as shunter — returned to 
Adelaide before end August 

8118 — transferred to Perth, WA — for shunting - 16/6/13 

G526 - transferred NSW to VIC — 28/7/13 

TT110 — transferred to Port Kembla for Tahmoor coal operations 
TT111 — transferred to Port Kembla for Tahmoor coal operations 
TT112 — transferred to Port Kembla for Tahmoor coal operations 
TT113 — transferred to Port Kembla for Tahmoor coal operations 


LOCOMOTIVES TO/FROM STORAGE 


Aurizon (QLD & WA narrow gauge) 

1745D — stored Redbank - 20/8/13 

1752D - still long term storage at Cairns 

9264 — returned to service, Stuart - 10/7/13 

3505 —- stored Callemondah — 26/8/13 

3513 — returned to service, Callemondah — 21/7/13 

3540 - stored Callemondah — 26/8/13 

3549 - returned to service, Callemondah — 16/7/13 

3564 - stored Callemondah — 26/8/13 

4013 - returned to service, Stuart - 28/7/13 

4020 — ex Epala to Gladstone for spare parts recovery — 26/8/13 
4121 -— stored Callemondah —- awaiting repairs — 12/8/13 

4128 - ex Epala to Gladstone for spare parts recovery — 26/8/13 


CFCL Australia 

CF4407 — ex store Goulburn - first revenue run — 11/7/13 

CF4409 — ex store Goulburn — first revenue run — RTM Rail Tour - 
8/8/13 

CF4410 — ex store Goulburn - first revenue run — 11/7/13 

CF4411 —- ex store Goulburn — first revenue run — 12/7/13 leased to 
Freighliner — dehired 17/9/13 

CF4412 - ex store Goulburn — first revenue run — 17/7/13 leased to 
Freightliner — dehired 17/9/13 


QUBE Logistics 

4458 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW - for storage — early July 
4461 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW — for storage — early July 
4463 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW - for storage — early July 
4471 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW - for storage — early July 
4477 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW -— for storage — 22/7/13 

4488 - transferred to Goulburn, NSW - for storage — 22/7/13 

4497 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW - for storage — early July 
4717 — transferred to Goulburn, NSW — for storage - 22/7/13 


Pacific National 
8004 — stored Werris Creek, NSW — 8/8/13 
X49 — stored South Dynon, VIC — 14/8/13 


Other 

Kiwi Rail, New Zealand 
DQ6347 [ex QR 1481] & DO6382 [OR 1460] - sold to APEX Group 
for South Africa — on ship “Oberon” — arrived Durban w/e 25/7/13 
DQ6324 [QR1473] & DQ6376 [OR 1467] - sold to NRE, Australia - 
moved to Kiwi Rail, Hutt Workshops for work — ex Hutt 5/7/13 — then 
towed to Auckland — moved to Auckland Port 20/7/13 — ship sailed 
4-5/8/13 


Updated: 20 September 2013, by Tony Burgess [Issue 22] 
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METROPOLITAN REPORT 
CF4407/CF4410 arrived at Chullora light 
engine from Goulburn on 11 July with the lead 
loco then being replaced by CF4411 before 
the movement continued to Botany. The two 
locos combined with C505 to work 1475 

to Sandgate later that night. After problems 
were experienced with XP2013 and XP2002 
working NT34 from Casino, 4819 ran light 
engine to Gosford on 15 July to assist. Late 
the following night CF4410/CF4411/CF4412 
departed Botany working 1475 to Sandgate 
with all three locos arriving back with the return 
4174 on 17 July. After a failure on the North 
Coast, 1TM7 freight from Taree to Melbourne 
arrived at Glenlee behind LDP003/42202 on 
15 July, with the rear loco then being detached 
after having been attached at Hawkesbury 
River en-route. X54 was detached from 
Melbourne bound 3BM7 with 6004/6007 at 
Glenlee the next day whilst in the opposite 
direction LQ3122 was detached from Acacia 
Ridge bound 4MB7 with 6007/LDP002 at 
Glenlee on 18 July. Early the next morning 
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2154 departed Glenlee for Yennora behind 
X54/42202/LQ3122. 3BM7 freight arrived at 
Glenlee from Acacia Ridge on 24 July, behind 
X53/X54/ LDP002/6007 (dead). Earlier that 
day 1253 from Yennora arrived at Glenlee 
behind 42202/LQ3122 with the rear loco 
replacing X53/X54 for the run to Melbourne on 
3BM7 freight with LDPO002/6007 (dead). This 
left 42202/X54/X53 to work 2154 to Yennora 
early the next morning. 

For ARTC ballast duties, 8044/8049/ 
8037 departed Botany as D121 to Junee on 
11 August whilst in the opposite direction 
X50/G540/4821 3/481 32 arrived at Enfield 
at the head of 3136 grain from Cootamundra. 
After major attention in Adelaide, EL61 arrived 
at Chullora behind NR79/NR70/ NR1 at the 
head of 5PS6 on 12 August. Later that day 
NR64/NR22/NR72/NR25/8025 (dead) 
arrived at Chullora leading 2NP3 freight from 
Morandoo, with all five locos being replaced 
by NR1/NR70/NR79, before the train 
continued to Perth. The load of 2NP3 included 
the first of twenty-two three car EMU sets 
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Rolling downgrade from Tahmoor to the Bargo River Bridge, LZ3101/LQ3122/CLF4/DC2206 haul 2958 grain from Goulburn to Port Kembla via Sydney on 
Friday 12 July 2013. The type of air brake system on the wagons precludes the routing of the service via Mount Murray. 


(BEBO0595, BETO0695 and BEA00495) 

for PTA Transperth. 6027/6007/LZ3104/ 
LQ3122 arrived at Glenlee leading 3MB7 
freight on 14 August, with the rear two locos 
being detached. CF4410/CM3301 arrived 

at Penrith as D270 from Thirlmere late on 21 
August. Over the next four hours CM3301 ran 
three light engine speed trials to Blacktown 
and return before the pair returned to Thirlmere 
as D176 the next morning. The following night 
the trials were a little different with the two 
locos terminating D270 at St Marys instead of 
Penrith. They both then ran as D170/171 to 
Blacktown and return early the next morning 
for brake trials but only CM3301 repeated 
this working as D172/173. CF4410 was then 
re-attached before the locos continued to 
Springwood as D178, with kinematic trials 
being conducted with CM3301 as the pair 
returned to Thirlmere as D179. 

On 23 August, 1253 freight from Yennora 
to Glenlee was worked by X54/X53/42107. 
Also on this day 6NY3 departed Chullora 
behind NR27/NR73/NR30/ 8108 whilst later 


that night CF4404/ CF4406 arrived at Enfield 
with two new two-pack RHKY ECP braked 
aggregate wagons as 4126 from Carrington. 
Three nights later, the train ran as T104/109 
trial trips to St Marys and return. 


ILLAWARRA REPORT 

On 8 July, DC2206/CLF4/LQ3122/ LZ3104 
arrived at Inner Harbour working 2958 grain 
from Goulburn and after being unloaded the 
train returned south as 9359. This process was 
repeated four days later, with the locos now 

in the reverse order. DL38/BL27 arrived at Pt 
Kembla working 8932 ore from Goonumbla 

on 19 July with the same pair returning west 
working 9833 that evening. The pair arrived 
back working 8932 ore on 21 July before 
working 9833 the following evening. FL220 
arrived at Pt Kembla hauling bogie open 
wagon NOGF5251 as 2970 from Goulburn 
via Sydney on 25 July. With new CFCLA 

US built loco CM3301 between the FL220 
and wagon 9271 departed for Goulburn via 
Robertson the following evening. 9833 empty 
ore for Goonumbla departed Pt Kembla behind 
DL44/48160/DL45 on 29 July, with the return 
8932 arriving back early on 31 July without 

the middle unit. G513 arrived at Cringila as 
D778 from Lithgow on 31 July to collect unique 
ex AIS loco D34, the only 1800 hp English 


Electric loco in the fleet, and also fitted with 
dynamic brakes and tow it back to Lithgow. 
Unusual visitor to the area, 1432, arrived at 

Pt Kembla the following day from Cooks River 
and after attaching MTPV2 (Mechanised Track 
Patrol Vehicle) departed for Clyde as 9142. 
For train crew and fitter training prior to taking 
up Tahmoor coal duties TT111/TT110/TT112/ 
17113 arrived at Inner Harbour light engine 
from Pt Waratah on 11 August. TT111 and 
TT110 worked TM71/72 from Inner Harbour to 
Tahmoor and return in push/pull mode on 26 
and 29 August. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

On 7 July, C505 arrived at Goulburn light 
engine from Parkes to attach to a rake of 
container wagons before departing for 
Sandgate. Also on this day, VL858/C502 
loaded 2311 from Goulburn/3112 to Minto 
at AWB Wyalong. The return 3112 was later 
stabled at Yass Jct with the two locos then 
running light engine to Goulburn. QUBE 
commenced storing their 44 class units 

and 4717 at Goulburn from 7 July, with 
4463/4497/4458 arriving as D121 from 
Botany that day. Two nights later 4477 and 
4461 were detached from Brushwood bound 
1311 from Minto hauled by VL358/C502 
whilst on 22 July, 4471/4488/4717 arrived 


STATE NEWS: 


as D121 from Botany. C502/VL358 arrived 

at Coolamon working 1311 from Minto on 10 
July. The train loaded at nearby Brushwood in 
portions from and to Coolamon on that and the 
next day before 3112 headed back to Minto. 
8005/DL44 loaded 1335/3136 for Enfield at 
Wyalong on 14 July with 48103 being attached 
to 3136 grain at Cootamundra that night. Also 
on this day, 1437/EL58 ran as D267 from 
Goulburn to Harden to assist Botany bound 
8168 from Auscott’s hauled by 1445/1428. 
After solo LDPO03 arrived at Goulburn working 
7BM7 freight on 15 July, LQ3122 was attached 
for the run to Melbourne. 8163 had a big job 
on 17 July when it ran as D3831/3330 from 
Cootamundra to The Rock and return to attach 
a lone NGPF grain wagon. Preparations for 

a later loco transfer commenced on 23 July 
when FL220 arrived at Goulburn as D171 from 
Yennora. 4807 arrived at Goulburn the next 

day working 2270 from Canberra which was a 
very unusual looking train indeed, consisting of 
bogie open wagon NOGF5251 and Southern 
Aurora roomette sleeping car NAM2374. 

4807 then returned to Canberra with FL220 
departing with the train to Pt Kembla via Sydney 
as 2970 on 25 July, detaching the sleeping car 
at Picton en-route for 4520 to haul to Thirlmere. 
The final piece of the jigsaw occurred on 27 
July when 9271 arrived at Goulburn from Pt 


. With four different liveries represented here, C502/VL358/852/872 hustle 1211 empty box grain southwards between Douglas Park and Maldon on 
- Saturday 27 July 2013. 
e Image by Paul Bartle 


October 2013 


Australian Railways Illustrated {47} 


‘STATE NEWS 


Kembla as FL220/CM3301/NOGF5251. 
CM3301 being CFCLA's latest purchase from 
the United States. 

C502/VL358 were detached from 1311 
empty box grain at Yenda on 26 July leaving 
852/872 to continue to ABA Goolgowi to load 
the return 3112, with VL358/C502 being re- 
attached later that day for the run back to Minto. 
The following day a diverted 8938 flour service 
from Manildra passed Moss Vale en-route to 
Nowra behind G538/G543/81 52/8136. On 
1 August, AN4/AN8 departed Crisp’s Creek 
working 2122 service to Clyde whilst earlier in 
the day 8005 had loaded 1217/2118 concrete 
sleeper train for Enfield at Braemar. After loading 
8930 from Parkes at Bribbaree on 1 August, 
48132/L251/48161 departed with the train to 
Harden that evening where they detached before 
running as D331 to Cootamundra. 8156/8163 


Image by Steve Hall 
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worked 8930 to grain Nowra the following 
evening whilst L251 returned to Parkes, working 
3821 with 8171 on 3 August. To start a ballast 
service for JHR, GM10/4716/491 1/4917 
arrived at the new Lynwood siding south of 
Marulan working 7278 on 6 August. Whilst 
GM10 cooled its heels at the siding the other 
three locos worked 2M23/24 to Tarago and 
return via Medway in the up direction in push/ 
pull mode on 8, 9, 10 and 12 August. 

4403 departed Goulburn with a collection 
of container wagons and Boyd Munro passenger 
cars as 9L82 to the Newcastle area on 7 August 
before arriving back the following day. LDPO05 
failed whilst working 5BM7 from Acacia 
Ridge with LDP004 on 7 August by Goulburn 
where LZ3104/LQ3122 were attached for 
the run to Melbourne. 48215/48213 loaded 
3332/35/36/37 between Harden and Cunningar 


Returning from Braemar to Moss Vale 8005, one of the few 80 class left in service, hauls 2207 
empty sleepers seen here near Mittagong on Thursday 1 August 2013. 
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in push/pull mode on 8 August. On 10 August, 
8037/8044 arrived at Picton as D121 from 
Botany and after attaching some repaired 
wagons returned as 2112. A very unusual little 
train ran on 10 August with 48104/48202 
hauling bogie open wagon NOFF 70029 

from Cootamundra to Henty as 3331 with 

the locos later returning as D332. The wagon 
has been modified so it can be ridden in by a 
crew member whilst propelling from Henty to 
the Graincorp facility known as Henty West 
approximately 1km out on the Rand branch. 

This is required due to a level crossing being 
involved. Starting from the next night the normal 
operation has been for an __MC7 service to arrive 
at Yerong Creek to stable late at night before the 
train runs to Henty West and return as 3327/28 
the next day before returning back to Melbourne 
as _CM7 early the third morning. 8177/8166 
loaded 3327/28 at Henty West on 12, 20, 24 
and 26 August. 8044/8044/8037 arrived at 
Junee as D121 from Botany on 11 August. In 
push/pull mode the next day the locos worked 
3M32 to Bethungra and after loading ran to just 
south of Illabo and return as 3M33/34 to unload. 
Also on 11 August, 8167/48152/481 22/48156 
arrived at Cootamundra working 5320 empty 
grain from Werris Creek. 

CM3301 departed Goulburn with FL220 
as 2271 to Bungendore on 15 August. After 
trials near that location during the day they 
later departed for Canberra as 2273. The locos 
ran aS 2272/73 to Bungendore and return the 
next day before returning to Goulburn as 2270 
on 17 August. An AK testing car branch-line 
tour commenced after 48159/481083 arrived 
at Cootamundra working SK81 from Sydney 
on 19 August. By the time the locos and train 
departed Cootamundra as SK81 to Orange 
on 25 August they had visited Boree Creek, 
Hillston, Lake Cargellico and Naradhan. On 20 
August, FL220 was attached to 8116 freight 
from Forbes to Botany hauled by 1431/1437 
at Goulburn. For the following four days, 2122 
service from Crisp’s Creek to Clyde was worked 
by AN8/8005/ 8139. In push/pull mode, TT111 
and TT110 loaded TM71/72 from and to Inner 
Harbour at Tahmoor on 26 and 29 August. With 
CF4410 working in dynamic brake mode it and 
CM3301 worked as D271-274 from Thirlmere- 
Tahmoor-Picton-Tahmoor-Thirlmere as “load” 
trials late on 29 August. Seen at the same time 
was 8116 freight from Forbes to Botany behind 
852/4816/4814/1431/1437. The lead three 
locos had earlier run as D332 from Junee to 
Cootamundra North to attach to the train. 


WESTERN REPORT 


After detaching G513 at Lithgow en-route, 
1877 empty ballast from Chullora arrived at 
Talbragar behind 4911/4910/ 4917 on 6 July. 
The train then ran a two day cycle loading 

at Talbragar before departing for Nyngan to 
stable overnight. The following mornings the 


site of Yeo Yeo on Thursday 8 August 2013. 
Image by Tim Gray 


train unloaded in the section to Hermidale 
and return in push/pull mode before returning 
to Talbragar. 8M22 empty ballast on 28 July 
only ran as far as Trangie where it stabled 
overnight before departing for Lithgow as 
8778 the next day. The 8 July found 8184/ 
AN2/DL45/8136 passing Bullaburra working 
8934 ore from Blayney to Pt Kembla and 
BL26/48205 depart Parkes working 8428 ore 
to Morandoo. Early on 10 July, 4835 empty 
ore from Morandoo arrived at Narromine 
behind BL30/481 23/481 08/48203/8171. 
G513/44206 ran D772 from Lithgow to 
Chullora on 11 July before arriving back with 
two empty railsets as 1777 the next day. The 
train then formed 7851 to Bathurst to load 
before departing for Carrington as 8452 that 
evening. For the next three weeks G513 arrived 
at Lithgow on the Wednesday, Thursday or 
Friday with the empty railsets from Carrington 
before again departing for Bathurst to load 
8452 for Carrington on the Fridays. Then on 7 
August, G513 arrived at Lithgow with 8M45 to 
stable. The only deviation from this working was 
on 2 August when 44206/44204 ran as D877 
from Kelso to Bathurst to work that evening's 
8452 to Carrington. 

DL46/48159/48164 loaded 8833/34 
for Manildra at Trangie section silo on 15 
July. Narromine was busy on this day with 


8119/8133 loading 5821/8522 for Werris 
Creek at AWB Narwonah and RL302/VL359 
loading 8811 from Dubbo/8112 for Botany at 
Agrigrain. After completing its containerised 
cement train duties 4906 ran as D558 from 
Gulgong to Branxton on 16 July. C504/EL58/ 
GL105 passed Bullaburra working Botany 
bound 8168 freight from Auscott’s on 18 July. 
A rake of thirty-five BOQAY/BY wagons arrived 

at Kelso as 4877 from Carrington behind 
44206/44204 for storage on 19 July. Early 

on 20 July a combined 1815 to Forbes and 
1817 empty box grain arrived at Red Bend 
behind C502/VL358/1445/1432/8049. The 
two leading units and 8049 later departed 

for Dubbo as 8815, with 8049 later being 
detached at Parkes en-route. The box grain 
loaded at Gilgandra for Minto via Goobang Jct 
and Cootamundra as 8811/8118 on 23 July. 
8172 towed AN5/8131 from Parkes to Bathurst 
as D844 on 23 July. 3YN2 freight from Pt 
Augusta arrived at Goobang Jct behind NR62/ 
NR107/9305 on 24 July, with the rear loco for 
crew training purposes being replaced by NR95 
for the run to Morandoo. 9305/8159 hauled 
8844 from Parkes to Bathurst five days later, 
with only 9305 working the return 8843. Also 
on 29 July, VL351/VL358/852/872 arrived at 
Parkes hauling 2811 freight from Goulburn, with 
the leading two locos later loading 8118 box 
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Late on a beautiful winter’s afternoon on the South-West Slopes, DL44/8154 haul 8932 Goonumbla - Port Kembla ore service near the former station 


grain for Minto via Cootamundra at the nearby 
Sub-Terminal. Later that afternoon, 8176/81 10/ 
DL38/DL42/AN6 departed Blayney hauling 
8934 ore, with the leading two locos being 
replaced by 8113/AN7 at Bathurst before the 
train continued to Pt Kembla. 

The 30 July was a busy day in the area 
with GL105/GL106 loading 4847/8446 ore 
for Carrington at Cobar, 48161/L251/48132 
loading 8837/38 for Manildra at AWB Bogan 
Gate whilst 2833 from Maldon arrived at Parkes 
behind 8156/8141 with the lead loco being 
replaced by L270 before the train headed for 
AWB Narwonah to load the return 8234. Also 
on this day NR5/NR21/8229 (dead) arrived at 
Goobang Jct at the head of 2YN2 with NR20 
being attached for the run to Morandoo. Earlier 
in the morning DL44/48160/DL45 arrived at 
Parkes working 9833 from Pt Kembla. After the 
middle unit was detached the train continued 
to Goonumbla to load ore for the return 8932 
service. 9833/8932 arrived and departed 
Goonumbla worked by the two DL class 
locos two days later whilst on 3 August, 8154 
was added for the loaded run to Pt Kembla. 
These services on both 6 and 8 August were 
hauled by 8154/DL44. 48132/L251/48161 
departed Parkes with an empty grain rake to 
Bribbaree as 8930 on 1 August to load for 
Nowra. After 1815 freight from Botany arrived 
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at Forbes behind RL306/1443/RL303 on 6 
August the return 8116 freight later departed 
behind RL303/1443/RL309/864. Two 

days later 8116 freight departed Forbes for 
Botany behind RL303/1443/RL310/48s28. 
With a eight hour lay-over at Red Bend 
en-route 3821 from Cootamundra arrived at 
Parkes behind G519/8152 at 1645hrs on 6 
August. The Manildra canola rake departed 
Parkes as 8831 to Coonamble behind 


8134/48127/48153/48164/8162 on 7 August. 


On 9 August, AN6/DL42/AN7 departed 
Blayney working 8934 ore to Pt Kembla whilst 
around 1030hrs that morning BL26/ 8152 
working 8428 ore service from Broken Hill to 
Morandoo crossed CF4409/4520 working 
6L67 RTM tour train to South Australia at 
Condobolin. 8101/X51 loaded 1835/8136 
grain for Enfield at Euabalong West on 17 
August. GL109 arrived at Dubbo working 5M21 
empty ballast from Carrington on 18 August. 
After 5M21 was loaded at Talbragar the next 
morning, 5M22 departed for Gulgong with 
5M21 being unloaded on the way to Merrygoen 
on 20 August before the train arrived back 
to Dubbo. The train was again loaded on 21 
August with RL310/GL109 working 5M22 from 
Dubbo to the Fletcher's facility the next morning. 
After reversing, the ballast train departed for 
Narromine as 5M23, unloading on the way. The 
return 5M25 to Dubbo was worked by RL303/ 
GL109 after the lead loco had earlier arrived at 
Narromine light engine from Parkes. The train 
again loaded at Talbragar on 23 August before 
later running as 5M24 to Gulgong. 

On 19 August, 9305 again worked 
8844/8843 from Parkes to Bathurst and 
return but on this occasion twenty-three 


- Several trains service the Manildra Mill’s insatiable appetite for grain, here 48146/DL46 haul 8833 
- empty grain near Alectown West on Monday 8 July 2013. 


Image by Andrew Rosenbauer 


CQYY container wagons were attached at 
Blayney for transit to Parkes and later Broken 
Hill. Five DL531 type locos were involved 

in across at Gular at midday on 21 August. 
4894/48218/48144 were waiting patiently in 
the loop with 8827 empty grain from Parkes 
to Coonamble whilst in the opposite direction 
864/48s28 passed working 8112 box grain 
from the Agrigrain facility at Coonamble 

to Dubbo. The rear loco on this train failed 
around Armatree with 8112 box grain taking 
over four hours to reach Gilgandra where 

the train stabled until RL801/RL306 arrived 
from Dubbo to assist. It was very busy west of 
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Freightliner service 1881 propels along the Warren branch near the site of Egelabra on Tuesday 
2 July 2013, behind Greentrains locomotive 48s35. For several weeks, this service was forced 
to load at Tamlee, near Trangie; until such time that the section of line beyond Auscott had been 
rehabilitated as far as South Warren. 
Image by Peter Attenborough 
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Trangie that afternoon with the following trains 
being noted: 1433/1428 loading 8168 freight 
for Botany at Auscott’s, DL46/481 23 loading 
8834 grain for Manildra at Nevertire, 8162 
loading 8832 canola for Manildra at Nyngan, 
BL33 was stabled in Nyngan yard with 8824 
ore from Hermidale, VL357/VL359 loaded 
8446 ore for Carrington at Cobar and BL31 
departed the Elura mine west of Cobar with 
8436 ore to Morandoo. This is the first known 
occasion when other than a branch-line loco 
ventured out to Elura, indeed 8148 loaded 
8825/8826 ore for Pt Pirie there the next day. 
GL109 departed Gulgong working 5M22 
to Ulan on 26 August and after reversing 
the train ran as 5M23 to Dubbo. After being 
loaded at Talbragar the next day 8M22/24 ran 
from Dubbo to Goobang Jct and return on 
25 August, unloading south of Peak Hill. After 
loading at Talbragar on 26 August the train ran 
as 5M21/22 to Binnaway and return the next 
day before departing for Carrington as 5M24 
that night. 48159/48103 arrived at Orange with 
SK81 AK car tour from Junee via Parkes on 25 
August before departing for Cobar, again via 
Parkes, as WK81 the next day. WK82 departed 
on 27 August with both locos being replaced 
by 8104 at Dubbo en-route to Merrygoen. The 
train continued to Muswellbrook on 28 August 
as NK82 and after reversing ran as NK81 back 
to Dunedoo. NK81 continued to Orange the 
next day before departing for Sydney as WK82 
on 30 August. C502/EL51 loaded 1817/8118 
box grain for Minto via Cootamundra at Parkes 
Sub-Terminal on 27 August. Also on this day 
8101/X45 loaded 8136 grain for Enfield at 
Condobolin. GL102/GL112 were noted at 
Mungeribar Graincorp siding with a stowed 
1881 from Botany on 28 August. The train 
departed for Tamlee the next morning and 


after the container exchange was completed 
continued to Trangie before reversing and 
returning back to Mungeribar as 8882 to again 
stow, for 8182 to Botany late on 1 September. 
Also on 28 August, 8131/8128/AN7/DL42/ 
AN2 departed Blayney working 8934 ore for Pt 
Kembla, with the two leading locos later being 
detached at Bathurst. After 4827 empty ore 
from Morandoo arrived at Parkes behind 4894/ 
BL30/48213 on 1 September it departed for 
Broken Hill around 1600hrs behind 8172/L270. 
It has been a number of years since an L class 
loco has been at “the Hill”. 


NORTH-WESTERN REPORT 

On 8 July, 1484/GL109 arrived at Quirindi with 
5M21/6M22 ballast from and to Martins Creek, 
this operation was repeated the next day at 
Bells Gate. 1104/1434 ran similar services 

to Murrurundi and return on 11 July and to 
Parkville the following day. 48152/48127 
loaded four VHGF wagons at the Quirindi 
section silo as 5526/27 on 9 July with 
48165/48158 later arriving to “assist” with 

the return 5527, making for the unusual sight 
of a train heading to Werris Creek consisting 
of four locos hauling four wagons. Also on 

this day, WH002/TT105/WH001 loaded 


WH972 to NCIG at the Gunnedah loader. On 
the evening of 11 July, TT125/TT107/TT123 
ran into difficulties working BO238 coal from 
Boggabri by the time it reached Willow Tree. 
TT114/TT108 later arrived from Greta to 
assist the unusual looking train to Kooragang 
which now consisted of five TT class locos in 
the lead whilst being banked to Ardglen by 
8241/8251/8254. 8152/X45 loaded 5136 
grain for Enfield at Moree on 13 July. GL111/ 
VL360/GL112 loaded 5182 freight for Botany 
at Wee Waa two days later whilst on 16 July a 
late running 1511 to Narrabri West missed a 
planned possession and was noted in the new 
loop at Watermark at 1100hrs behind VL355/ 
VL3854/VL356. In what was almost definitely 
the first time a member of the 42 class has 
ever visited the area, 4204/4903 arrived at 
Narrabri light engine from Branxton on 18 July 
for crew training purposes, the locos returning 
to Branxton the following day. 

QUBE Logistics commenced an ARTC 
ballast program on 23 July when they arrived 
at Emerald Hill with 5M21 from Martins Creek 
behind 1104/1434/1101. Over the next 
four days the train ran to Curlewis, Burilda, 
Curlewis and Turrawan and return to unload 
ballast. On 29 July, 1101/1104 departed 
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Emerald Hill working 5M21 to Bylong on the 
Ulan branch, before later departing for Martins 
Creek. 31 July found the two locos arriving 

at Bellata with 5M21 from Martins Creek and 
after reversing the train departed for Emerald 
Hill as 5M22. Over the course of the next few 
days the trains ran to Turrawan, Narrabri or in 
the case of 2 August to North Star and return. 
This would be the first time this loco class 

has ventured out on the truncated Boggabilla 
branch-line. Early on 5 August, 1104 was 
swapped with 1427 on Narrabri West bound 
1565 freight at Emerald Hill with 5M21 then 
departing for Premer behind 1104/1427. After 
unloading, the train returned to Caroona as 
5M22 to reload. Another run to Premer and 
return occurred two days later with the train 
again being reloaded before it departed for 
Carrington as 5M24 on 9 August. On 31 July, 
CF4412/CF4411 arrived at Wee Waa working 
1581 freight from Botany. Later that day 
VL355/VL354/VL361 departed Narrabri West 
working 5166 freight to Botany. 

After a TOC-Waiver was issued for the trial 
of heavy (over 136t) locos north of Aberdeen, 
Aurizon immediately commenced a lengthy 
series of trials using both 5020 and 5000 
class locos. The lead loco on all trials must be 


With newer locomotives arriving, Pacific National have been cascading other classes into the rural and bulk division, including grain operations. This 
resulted in two DLs being allocated to Parkes. Following crew training, one such unit DL46 is seen departing Parkes sandwiched between 48159 and 
48164 on 8836 service from Coonamble to Manildra on Thursday 11 July 2013. 
Image by Bernie Baker 
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- Swinging through the curves east of Wimbledon on Friday 2 August 2013, AN11/DL42/AN6 haul 8934 ore from Blayney to Port Kembla. 
- Image by Charlie Harris 


fitted with Vehicle/Track Interaction Equipment 
to monitor the forces on the track. The first 
trial arrived at the Narrabri Balloon Loop as 
NB925 ex Pt Waratah and NB926 to NCIG 
late on 1 August behind 5029/5028, with the 
loaded train being banked from Willow Tree 
by 8251/8254/8241. The same two Aurizon 
locos worked all the trials until 22 August 
when NB983 ex Pt Waratah and NB984 for 
NCIG loaded behind 5029/5023. Finally on 
24 August the first member of the 5000 class 
arrived at the Boggabri balloon loop when 
NB917 arrived from NCIG behind 5025/5011. 
Pacific National commenced similar trials the 
same day with TT04/TT126/TT121 loading 
BO171 at the Boggabri balloon loop. After a 
couple of other runs with these locos it was 
TT04/9202/TT121 that loaded BO359 from Pt 
Waratah on 5 August, with TT04/TT03/TT1 21 
loading BO171 from Pt Waratah the next 

day. AN9/AN1 were noted loading 4525 from 
Carrington at the Werris Creek Sub - Terminal 
on 9 August. In lieu of the normal use of three 
members of the 82 class on banking duties 
1TT103/TT117/TT129 working BO190 coal from 
Boggabri to Kooragang Island were banked 
from Willow Tree by 8241/8227/8169 early 
on 10 August. Early the next morning, 8167/ 
48152/48122/48156 departed Werris Creek 
working 5320 empty grain to Cootamundra. 
8119/X48 loaded 5136 grain for Enfield at 
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Moree on 18 August whilst earlier that day, 
WS802 box coal for Kooragang was loaded at 
Werris Creek by 1102/1107. QUBE was busy 
in the Narrabri West area on 19 August with 
EL51 being stabled in the Yard whilst 1429/ 
VL361 were loading 1565/5166 at the North 
West Commodities facility and later at the IPS 
siding west of town. In the meanwhile RL3802/ 
RL304/VL354 loaded 1515/5114 box grain 
at Moree. Later that afternoon EL51 replaced 
VL354 on 5114 to Minto with the VL354 then 
being attached in the lead of VL361/1429 to 
work 5166 freight to Botany. 

The Moree Graincorp facility commenced 
unloading grain most likely destined for 
north of the border from 21 August, after 
8150/4821 1/48217 loaded 5521 from Narrabri 
West at Bellata the previous day. The locos 
and wagons departed on 21 August as 5823 
to Gilgandra. 48203/48204 loaded 5521/22 
for Moree at Merrywinebone on 28 August 
with 8184 being attached to the loaded train at 
Narrabri West the next morning. 48152/48156 
repeated this process on 23 August but the 
loaded train did not depart for Moree until 26 
August, as 5523 after 8164 had been added 
for assistance at Narrabri West. In the meantime 
the most unusual of these trains arrived as 
4MC7 from Marmalake in Victoria on 24 
August behind 8167/8165, with the train being 
renumbered to 5521 from Narrabri. The train 
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was unloaded the next day before departing 
for Parkes as 5821 that afternoon. After the 
leading two locos loaded the train at Moree 
the previous day 8101/X51/48122 departed 
Werris Creek working 5136 grain to Enfield on 
21 August. 5422 grain for Carrington departed 
Werris Creek the following night behind 8126/ 
AN1/AN9. Members of PN’s 92 class became 
more common sights in the Gunnedah basin 
from late August with TT127/9210/ TT105 
loading WH238 for Kooragang at Gunnedah on 
24 August whilst four days later TT128/9204/ 
TT126 loading WH276, also for Kooragang. 


NEWCASTLE & 

NORTH COAST REPORT 

On 7 July, C505 arrived at Sandgate with a rake 
of container wagons as 2475 from Goulburn. 
4174 for Botany departed the following morning 
behind RL3807/C506/C505 whilst 4112 from 
Carrington to Botany was worked by VL356/ 
VL355/VL361/VL354 later that morning. Also 
on 8 July, 1434/GL109 departed Martins 
Creek working 5M21 ballast to Quirindi before 
arriving back as 6M22, with this process being 
repeated the following day to Bells Gate and 
return. After GL109 failed with skidded wheels 
at Telarah on 10 July whilst working another 
5M21, the train was stabled before departing 
for Murrurundi and return the next morning 
behind 1104/1434, with both locos working a 


similar ballast to Parkville and return on 12 July. 
CF4410/CF4411 arrived at Sandgate working 
1475 from Botany on 12 July, with both locos 
returning south working 4174 later that morning. 
Also on 13 July, 1201/1202 ran a light engine 
trial from Broadmeadow to Wyong and return 
and G513/44206 arrived at Carrington hauling 
two railsets as 4M45 from Bathurst early that 
morning, with 44206 later running as D478 to 
Cardiff. G513 unloaded one railset between 
Ravensworth and Singleton on both 15 and 16 
July as 5M41/4M44. G513 returned the empty 
train to Lithgow on 17 July as 8M45. LDPOO6 
failed at Taree whilst working 7BM7 from Acacia 
Ridge with LDP005 on 14 July resulting in the 
detaching of twenty-five wagons before the 
remainder continued to Broadmeadow where 
LDPOO6 was detached. Later that day, 7MB7 
arrived at Taree behind LDP002/LDP003/ 
X54 with LDPOO3 being detached to haul the 
previously detached wagons to Melbourne 

as 1TM7, with this train being assisted from 
Hawkesbury River to Glenlee the next morning 
by 42202. LDP004 ran light engine from 
Acacia Ridge to Coramba early on 15 July 

to assist the northbound 7MB7. Then on 16 
July, 2MB7 arrived at Taree behind LDP008/ 
LDP001/6004 with the rear loco being 
detached to replace G516 on 3BM7 hauled 
by LDP007/X54 the next morning. G516 was 


Image by Peter Attenborough 


next attached to the Acacia Ridge bound 3MB/7, 
LDP003/6026/6004, the rear loco having been 
attached at Broadmeadow to return to shunting 
duties. The fun and games finished the next 
day after LDPO06 was attached to Melbourne 
bound 3BM7 at Broadmeadow. 
CF4410/CF4411/CF4412 arrived at 
Sandgate working 1475 on both 17 and 18 
July with all three locos later heading back to 
Botany working the return 4174. A double 
consist 5136 grain from Werris Creek to Enfield 
passed East Maitland at 1240hrs on 23 July 
behind 8107/X48/X45/ 8119. C506/C509/ 
RL307 working 1475 freight from Botany 
attached 1202/1201 at Broadmeadow for the 
run to Sandgate on 27 July. All five locos ran 
4174/1475 to Cowan and return that night as 
a load trial for the 1200 class locos, with these 
two locos being detached at Broadmeadow on 
return. Also on this day 6004/42303 hauled 
a small rake of coal wagons from Carrington 
to Grafton before continuing light engine to 
Casino. 6004 was attached in the lead of 
2BM7 on 29 July (LDP003/LDP008) to return 
to Melbourne. Earlier that day 8213 worked 
4M21 weighbridge test train from Carrington 
to the Cargill's facility at Kooragang. Later that 
day 1101/1434/1104 arrived at Martins Creek 
working 6M22 from Bylong on the Ulan branch. 
1101/1104 departed Telarah working 5M21 to 
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Bellata two days later. 1581 freight from Botany 
arrived at Broadmeadow behind XRNOO8/ 
XRNO24/CF441 2/CF4411 on 30 July and 
after the two lead locos were detached the train 
continued to Wee Waa. 

On 4 August, C503/G514/BRM002/ 
BRM0O01 were noted arriving at NCIG working 
CAO6 from Clarence. Also on this day and 
two days later 48205 and 8106 were the 
locos used to haul new Waratah sets from 
Carrington to Cardiff as 4428 in push/pull 
mode. 8150/ 8160/4821 1/48217/48130 
departed Carrington leading 4527 empty 
grain to Werris Creek on 7 August whilst ANQ/ 
AN1/8004/48108 were leading 4525 empty 
grain the next day. On 9 August, BL30/48205/ 
BL33 departed Morandoo working 4835 empty 
ore to Cobar. 1101/1427 arrived at Carrington 
with 5M24 loaded ballast service from Caroona 
late that day with GL109 hauled the train to 
Grafton as 6M21 the next day, unloading north 
of Telarah. With the reloading being carried out 
at Nammoona the train ran to Nana Glen and 
return on 12 August and to Eungai and return 
the next day. Then on 14 August, 6M24 ran from 
Grafton to Taree, unloading on the way before 
heading to Carrington as 6M26 the next day. 

An unusual site greeted some photographers 
earlier that morning after a 1200 class load 
trial departed Sandgate as 4174 to Cowan 


The overnight problems with 5112 freight resulted in the service passing through the lower Hunter Valley in daylight and hauled by the most unusual 
combination of VL356/VL355/VL361/VL354. Here it is shown approaching Lochinvar on Monday 8 July 2013. 
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Seen here near Breeza north-west of Werris Creek, WH001/WH003/WHO002 haul WH976 coal from Gunnedah Colliery to the Port of Newcastle on Sunday 


: 4 August 2013. 
- Image by Scott Abberfield 


marshalled as long end leading C505/1202/ 
C509/C506 hauling three loaded container 
wagons, one empty and then another three 
loaded wagons, with the lead loco later 

being detached at Broadmeadow. 1202 was 
detached from the return 1475 to Sandgate 
later that day. CRLO01/CEY001/CRLOO2 ran 
D477/ 478 from the UGL facility to Telarah and 
return on 13 August. To allow PN to use the 
balloon loop for a Lidsdale-Vales Point service 
on 15 August, 44204/44206 hauled the empty 
Centennial Coal rake to Broadmeadow as 
NW452. After the locos ran around the train it 
returned to Newstan as NW458 with the locos 
then running as D477 to Cardiff. The following 
day, C503/G511/G514 departed Newstan 
working CAO5 to Clarence on 16 August with 


Image by Peter Cousins 
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the return CAO6 arriving at NCIG the next day 
after the addition of G513. 
8215/8238/8236/8206/8228 departed 
Wambo working JW62 coal to Pt Kembla on 
17 August. For an ARTC program GL109 
departed Carrington working 5M21 empty 
ballast to Dubbo on 18 August. 4464 towed 
new Waratah set A55 from Cardiff to Auburn 
on 19 August. 8428 ore from Broken Hill 
arrived at Morandoo behind 8151/48164/ 
G523 on 20 August. The first loco change 
to the Aurizon Gunnedah basin coal services 
appears to have been on 22 August when 
NB983 departed Pt Waratah for the Narrabri 
balloon loop behind 5029/5023. Two days 
later it was the turn of 5025/5011 to work 
NB917 from NCIG to Narrabri balloon loop. 


Leaving the inner suburbs of Newcastle behind, 8133/AN1/8150 haul 4523 empty grain away from 
Waratah to Werris Creek on Thursday 18 July 2013. 
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New Waratah cars sets A64, A63, A60 and 
A59 were transferred from Carrington to Cardiff 
as 4428 in push/pull mode on 23, 24, 26 and 
27 August respectively. 48140 and 8104 were 
the locos for the first two trips with 48213 and 
8183 working the last two. CF4404/ CF4406 
departed Carrington hauling four new ECP 
braked RHKY aggregate wagons to Enfield 
as 4126 on 23 August. 48213 went for an 
unusual trip on 24 August when it assisted 
8155 working 4621 from Morandoo to Grafton, 
with both locos returning on 6422 the next 
day. On 26 August, 4835 empty ore for Cobar 
departed Carrington behind BL31/8104/ 
BL33 and the Ghan liveried AN3 was hauled 
from Carrington to Werris Creek behind 
8178/48146/48119 on 4523 empty grain later 
that afternoon. Earlier on 27 August, CAO04 
coal from Clarence arrived at NCIG behind 
C503/BRM002/G51 1/G513/G51 4. After the 
train was unloaded CA03 empty coal returned 
back to Clarence with BRMO02 later being 
detached at Cardiff. Then on 28 August the 
three G class locos ran as D477 from Newstan 
to Cardiff, with BRM002/G511/BRMO0O1 
later returning as D478 to attach C503 in 
the lead before NW460 departed for NCIG. 
C503 had remained at Newstan for the day to 
assist unit 82 undergoing an FX examination. 
The 31 August saw two unusual Aurizon coal 
combinations with 5010/ 5034/5039/5004 
arriving at Kooragang working AH118 from 
Ashton’s via Ravensworth balloon loop whilst 
in the opposite direction 5002/5021/5008 
departed Kooragang working WG947 to 
Wilpingjong. 


With thanks to Don Allitt, Laurie Anderson, 
Bernie Baker, Wayne Coleman, Rick Coles, 
Peter Cousins, Ken Davis, Darrell Gainey, 
Peter Gambling, John Hourigan, Justin Moy, 
Dave Oliver and Ivar Sorrasson. 
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The North Coast line between Maitland and Brisbane is known for its numerous curves, here GL109 on hire to QUBE Logistics works 6M20 ballast near 
Coramba on Tuesday on Tuesday 13 August 2013. 
Image by Scott Schache 


Returning from South Grafton after picking up five NGGF sugar wagons, 48101 works 6603 service over the 1932 built road-rail bridge on Friday 26 July 2013. 
Image by Paul Vanderstelt 
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Victoria 


Image by Jarle Dixon 


NORTH EAST REPORT 


Some interest has returned to the north — east 
line to Albury following the demise of El Zorro 
with QUBE Logistics hiring of C502 and 
C508 from CFCLA and from Seymour Rail 
Heritage Centre, C501 assisting the GL class 
from CFCLA. On 9 July, GL110/C508 arrived 
at Westgate Siding in the Port of Melbourne 
precinct hauling 2CM1 goods from Junee 
loaded with containers loaded at Harefield 
from the Visy plant at Tumut. After the locos 
were serviced, both locos were reversed with 
GL110/C508 working out 3MC1 service 

to Junee. The following day, they returned 

to Melbourne however when noted passing 
through Wangaratta late in the afternoon, 4MC1 
service was marshalled as C508/GL110. 
GL107 was substituted for GL110 when they 
arrived in Junee prior to returning south later in 
the evening. The following day, C508/GL107 
were noted at Locksley working 5MC1 service 
northbound. The services reverted back to their 
usual two GL class after several returned from 
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repairs for almost a week until on 16 July, when 
C508/GL107 were noted on 3MC1 service to 
Junee whilst the following day, C508/GL110 
hauled RL306 back to New South Wales after 
repairs at Gemco who are housed in the former 
standard gauge car servicing shed. In early 
August, C508 reappeared to assist GL101 
doing a couple of return trips, however when 
C508 failed on the morning of 8 August north 
of Seymour, C501 George Brown was hastily 
hired to assist for the remainder of the journey 
leading GL101/C508 running approximately 
nine hours late. On 11 August, one of our 
correspondents noted 1MC1 goods passing 
through Wallan Loop hauled by GL107/C502 
whilst two days later, C502 led GL107 working 
3MC1 goods. The following day, GL107 
developed a number of faults necessitating the 
hiring of C501 George Brown once again. 
4MC1 goods being noted at Dysart hauled 

by C502/C501 George Brown/GL107. The 
two C class returned the following morning 
and were noted passing through Springhurst 
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A thunderstorm has barely cleared as X31/T356/S303 depart Morwell hauling 9472 Maryvale to Melbourne goods on Saturday 6 July 2013. 


working 5MC1 goods. On 16 August, when 
5CM1 goods arrived in Melbourne, C501 was 
detached and 6MC1 service departed with 
GL101/C502. The following week, just on dusk, 
our Wangaratta correspondent noted C502/ 
C508/GL107 rumbling over the Ovens River 
Bridge hauling 3MC1 service northwards whilst 
a late running 4MC1 goods was noted through 
Sunshine hauled by GL101/C501 George 
Brown. The next day, C502/C508/GL107 
worked 5MC1 goods to Junee where both C 
class were removed from the service. Their last 
two flings to south of the border during the 
reporting period saw C502/GL101 work 3MC1 
and 4MC1 services on 27-28 August. 

In other locomotive leasing news, 
Greentrains 8026 remains at Oaklands after 
being left there in the wash up following El 
Zorro’s fall from grace awaiting collection by 
their owners. Time will tell how long that takes. 

On 25 July, a rare visitor to the state in 
the form of LQ3122 formerly L265, was noted 
at Kilmore East behind LDPOO2 and 6007 


hauling 3BM7 service whilst on 10 August, it 
again arrived in Melbourne on 5BM7 service 
in company with LZ3104 assisting LDPOOS/ 
LDPOO4. It is thought that the failure of one of 
the LDP class necessitated the use of the LQ 
and LZ classes. Both units returned north on 13 
August on 3MB7 service behind 6027/LDP007. 
The Hanson quarry service was noted a 
number of times during past months. On 10 
July, A79/X43 was noted arriving at the Kilmore 
East quarry for reloading whilst on 15 August, 
X41/A78 were noted arriving at Kilmore East 
working 9317 quarry empties and finally on 27 
August, X42/X41 were noted passing through 
Donnybrook hauling 9318 quarry service. 


WESTERN REPORT 


During the reporting period, some grain 
continued to be moved into Graincorp at 

North Geelong or Grainco at Appleton Dock in 
Melbourne. On 2 July, G542/X37/A71 worked 
9122 grain from Boort Sub — Terminal into 
North Geelong whilst later that day, G529/X44/ 
X42 arrived at Appleton Dock with 9128 grain 
from Quambatook and XR552/X49 departed 
Carwarp in the state’s Mallee area hauling 
9144 grain to North Geelong. On 6 July, G542/ 
X37/A71 arrived at North Geelong with 9126 
grain from Carwarp, after discharging; they 
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worked 9121 empties back to Carwarp. Later 
that day, G525/A78/BL32 were noted through 
Bannockburn working 9124 grain from Ouyen 
enroute to North Geelong. The following day, 
X44/X42/G529 were noted through Gheringhap 
working 9127 empties from Appleton Dock 

to Dunolly. On 8 July, G542/G529/A7 1/X37 
arrived at North Geelong with 9122 grain from 
Carwarp and after discharging around the grain 
loop, they departed with 9121 grain empties to 
Murrayville. Visitors from interstate noted 9122 
grain rumbling over the Moorabool Viaduct 
hauled by G524/X37/A71 on 10 July whilst 

the following day, XR552/X49 were noted at 
Meredith hauling 9124 grain from Manangatang 
to North Geelong, again after discharging, both 
units returned to Manangatang working 9123 
empties. G524/X39/X41 working 9122 grain 
from Birchip AWB siding to North Geelong 
also operated on this day whilst G522/X44/ 
X42 worked 9127 grain empties from Appleton 
Dock to Berriwillock on 11 July. The following 
day, G532/P20 worked 9130 grain from Sea 
Lake AWB into North Geelong prior to working 
9129 grain empties to Berriwillock. Unusually, 
X42/X44 worked 9124 grain from Manangatang 
to North Geelong on 13 July whilst on 26 July; 
XR552/XR554/G532/G521 departed North 
Geelong hauling 9129 grain empties to Sea 
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Lake AWB. Two days later, G522/X49/A77 also 
departed North Geelong working 9121 grain 
empties to Manangatang however when noted 
returning from Manangatang on 30 July, 9122 
grain was hauled by G522/A77. On the standard 
gauge, XR555/8177 worked 7788 grain from 
Marmalake to North Geelong to discharge on 3 
July whilst a week later, 8153 was noted passing 
over the Moorabool Viaduct hauling 7797 grain 
empties from Dimboola to the Melbourne Freight 
Terminal. On 16 July, 8153 was again noted 
leading 8177/XR555 working 7783 from North 
Geelong to Marmalake, the sub — terminal 

near Murtoa whilst on 22 July, 8153/G531 
worked 2MC6 grain empties from Dimboola 

to Oaklands AWB siding when noted passing 
through Gheringhap. The following day, XR559/ 
G520/G528 worked 7734 grain from Murtoa to 
the grain loop at North Geelong whilst G531/ 
G528/8153 worked 7787 grain empties from 
Appleton Dock on 24 July. 8166/8153 worked 
another 7787 service from Appleton Dock to 
Dimboola on 30 July and XR555/8177 worked 
7783 grain empties from North Geelong to 
Murtoa later that day. 


With thanks to Frank Hinde, Peter Sweetten, 
Steve Molloy, Steve Malpass, Graham Elliott 
and Tony Deppeler 


In notch 8, C508/GL110 haul 4MC1 goods upgrade from Kenny’s road near Broadford towards Tallarook on Wednesday 10 July 2013. 
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Having just departed Wingeel Loop, G535/G531 haul 7793 empty grain to the Grainflow site at Dimboola on Sunday 11 August 2013. 
Image by James Brook 


As the 1252hrs Melbourne to Shepparton service departs Kilmore East hauled by N471, A79/X41 hauling 9318 quarry service notches up for the grades 
ahead after departing the Pioneer Quarry Siding on Friday 16 August 2013. 
Image by Steve Molloy 
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Drifting downhill through White Hills, XR557/G527 haul 9024 Elmore - North Geelong grain on Tuesday 27 August 2013. On arrival at Bendigo, a further 
20 VHGFs loaded at Elmore the previous day were attached prior to the service continuing onto North Geelong 
Image by Steve Molloy 


A bird’s eye view of 4MC2 service to Griffith sees NR116/XRB561/DL41/DL47 hauling it northbound near Kilmore East on Wednesday 10 July 2013. 
Image by Rob Stevens 
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Over the last couple of months, GWA have run a number of services to Dimboola and Marmalake. Here GM42/2210/CLP17 haul 4AK1 empty grain to 
Dimboola seen near Lillimur having not long crossed the state border on Thursday 1 August 2013. 
Image by Wayne Morris 


One of the few 81 class to have visited Oaklands, here 8153 leads G531 as they work 3CM6 Oaklands - North Geelong grain between Rennie and 
Warragoon on Tuesday 23 July 2013. 
Image by Geoff Hann 
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This lashup of three DL class was not a normal sight in the Australian National days let alone these days here in Victoria. Here DL41/DL43/DL47 work 
4MC2 goods upgrade through the former station site of Beveridge on Wednesday 3 July 2013. 
Image by Peter Sweetten 


A sight not seen for years, C502/C501 George Brown team up to work 5MC1 service to Junee seen here near Springhurst on Thursday 15 August 2013. 
Image by Geoff Hann 
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Image by Bruce Russell 


CENTRAL REPORT 

2213D/2209D worked 8874 from Rockhampton 
on 9 July, with vehicles 2158D/1720 for 
Redbank. 2205D/2480D worked 8273 from 
Gladstone to Rockhampton on 10 July, from 
where it was hauled by 2806/2208D with 
vehicles 2206D/2473D/2495H/2205D and 
2480D, all for Yukan. On 11 July, 2497H 
worked 6391 from Emerald, attaching four 
empty coal hoppers; loading not usually carried 
on 6391, the return of 6W46 at Warren 
(Stanwell siding) early the next morning. On 

14 July, 2806 failed on the St Lawrence to 
Kalarka section on Y245, but managed to reach 
Kalarka. 1724D/1723D ran LP46 from Mackay 
for the rescue. 2806 was detached there, with 
1723D/1724D working the train to Mackay 
where it stowed as most of the loading was for 
there. The next day, 1723D alone hauled the 
remaining 13 wagons to Townsville. The same 
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Queensland 


day, 2414D/2491H hauled a 33 wagon 6W46 
west from Rockhampton. 2414 continued the 
train alone from Emerald, by which time it had 
reduced to 21 wagons. 2353/2331 departed 
Capella as 6G25 on 16 July with 38 wagons of 
sorghum for Gladstone. 3549 returned to service 
at Callemondah on 16 July, working EKO7 Kinrola 
empties (3549/3504/3514; 3564/3503) from 
Callemondah. 3712/3726; 3720 worked El03 
Boonal empties on 17 July from Callemondah; 
this Goonyella set was working temporarily in the 
Blackwater system during a Goonyella shutdown. 
2483D/2410D worked 9MM1 limestone 
empties with 32/VLO from Gladstone to 
Taragoola on 18 July while 4007/4139 worked 
9TJ5 from Callemondah to Baralaba coal loading 
pad. The same consist worked an identical 
train the previous day. 2497H/241 3D which 
frequently worked 8273/8G16 the previous 
week hauled 6B21 grain empties from Gladstone 


October 2013 


Into the curve leading onto the Neerkol Creek bridge at Stanwell, Queensland, on Sunday 11 August 2013, the Winton bound freighter, 6W46, hauled by 
2501D/1724D, seems to have recovered from the downturn of light loadings over the recent years, partly due to flooding and bridge repairs. Behind the 
locos are 29 wagons with mostly containerised loading, save the three HWO wagons. Six timber sleeper wagons (QZS) are on the rear as well as the 
more recent addition of containerised tankers, some of which are cement powder from Gladstone. Recent wagon counts have shown up to 37 wagons 
have been attached to the Sunday service. Occasionally the 1720 class is replaced by another 2470 class. 


on 21 July. 2353/2331 took over from them 
at Rockhampton, for the journey to Capella. 
3513 returned to service at Callemondah 
on 21 July, working El31 Boonal empties 
(3551/35 13/3573; 3547/3510). The first 124 
wagon Goonyella trial) departed Jilalan on 22 July 
as A906 North Goonyella empties (3708/3721 ; 
3720, 42+42+42 configuration) whilst 
3822: 3756; 3701 departed Jilalan on E310 
Saraji empties ina 40+40+40 configuration. 
3845/3829: 3808 arrived at Jilalan on EJ10 from 
the port, after working a Saraji to Dalrymple Bay 
service. This consist then dropped 20 wagons 
and departed as EL60 for Lake Vermont, to 
continue through to Callemondah on transfer. 
These wagons would form the 12th AC hauled 
consist in Blackwater traffic. 

2847/2473D hauled 8273 freight from 
Rockhampton on 23 July with vehicles 
2208D/2480D/2495H and 2203D, all for 


BCM workings in the Goonyella System. 2473D 
was also detached at Yukan. 2195F worked 
6752 from Rockhampton late on 23 July with 
8/RYS (part loaded rails) for Gladstone and 
5/BEZY of containerised concrete sleepers 
from Parkhurst for Laidley. At Gladstone, seven 
empty QR and 16 empty RY were added, and 
the 8/RYS detached. The train was stowed, 
after 2195F failed, to await replacement locos 
from Rockhampton. 2331/2501D came down 
vehicle on LGO8 (2492H/2205D hauling). 
2195F remained on 6752 as a vehicle. 

On 25 July, AG29 Millennium coal 
(3708/3721; 3720) arrived at Hay Point. This 
was the fourth 124 wagon trial, having departed 
Jilalan as AP28 the day before. Whilst the 
124 wagon trains use a new train ID number 
(“Axxx”), the 40+40+40 consists do not. 

The 124 wagon trial train is still circulating, 
departing Jilalan on 29 July for Carborough 
Downs on its ninth outing with 3708/3721 ; 
3720, as train AC16/9SK6 (4027/4134, 59 
wagons), coal for QAL from Boundary Hill, was 
diverted to Comalco Loop; Rio Tinto Yarwun 
Refinery on the Fisherman’s Landing branch, 
and renumbered to 97K6 on 29 July. It travelled 
via the Byellee angle to Mount Miller. The 124 
wagon train was back in action, departing Jilalan 
as ARO2 for Burton loop on 31 July. Power 


was now 3731/3754; 3720. Early that evening, 
the second 124 train entered traffic, as A732 
Blair Athol empties departing Jilalan with 3712; 
3707; 3758 in 42/42/40 configuration. A light 
engine movement, LH98, was on the Hail Creek 
branch on 1 August, testing new BMA EL 
BMACC001. 8342 and vehicles, BMACCO02/ 
BMACCO003, departed Moolabin as LGP7 for 
Gladstone on 1 August. Rather than stowing at 
Gladstone overnight, the light engines travelled 
through to Gracemere as L7P7 to stow. The 
following day, the light engines, L7P8; 8342 
towing BMACC003/BMACC002 departed 
Gracemere, enroute to Nebo. 

On 23 July, only 3822 and 3839 remained 
at Jilalan, the later for ECP mods. The ECP 
test consist was sent to Norwich Park loop on 
4 August for reversion from ECP to normal air 
operation, following the completion of long term 
testing. 3822/3756; 3752 departed Norwich 
Park balloon as EJ51 on 18 August, heading 
back to Jilalan following decommissioning of the 
consist’s ECP equipment. On 20 August, 3706; 
3752: 3727 departed Jilalan on A224 Goonyella 
empties, using the old ECP consist, now back 
on air and lengthened to 124 wagons. This 
was its first run. On 7 August, 9P08 Minerva 
empties (4021/4117; 4127) departed Bluff with 
a 104 wagon test train (52 in each consist). 
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This test was the first of a new longer train 
initiative. Return 9F10 departed the mine and 
upon reaching Nogoa, it became 9FO7. Earlier, 
9P51 departed Callemondah with 4030/4133; 
4124 and 104 wagons. This consist had just 
been built up from 95 following its previous run, 
The new 104 wagon Minerva consists will allow 
the withdrawal of the less utilised third Minerva 
consist. As of 23 August, six 124 wagon trains 
were now operating in Goonyella traffic. These 
were 3706; 3752: 3727 on a 42/42/40, 3746; 
3705; 3716 on a 42/42/40, 3712; 3743; 
3758 on a 42/42/40, 3742; 3728; 3757 ona 
42/42/40, 3737; 3702; 3713 on a 42/42/40 
and 3747/ 3754: 3759 on a 62/62. A704 Blair 
Athol empties (3737; 3702; 3713) crossed 
AV33 Blair Athol to Dalrymple Bay coal (3746; 
3705; 3716) at Moranbah. An expansion to 

all 124 wagons consists will allow a reduction 
of Goonyella consists from 19 to 18. 3839 
entered coal service at Callemondah on 24 
August, after being transferred from Jilalan on 
22 August on 8G16. It departed leading EB91 
Curragh empties (3839/3821; 3840). Only 
3822 remains at Jilalan. 8308/8302; 8342 
push/pull worked MW03/ MAO5 from Peak 
Downs to Abbot Point on 8 August. On 22 
August, 2332D was still in the Central Region, 
having been used on a Moura System ballast 


After arriving from Goondiwindi around daybreak on Saturday 6 July 2013, 2308/2302 discharge 6BT7 malt barley at Pinkenba on Brisbane’s northside, 
a location not regularly used. 
Image by Neill Farmer 
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service, ORB3/OGB2, to Koonkool and return. 
As of 29 August, both 2304D and 2332D were 
working Seafreighters Y874/ Y375 between 
Brisbane and Rockhampton. 


NORTHERN REPORT 

On 7 July, 9278 nickel empties with 2253 had 
2/GOCM and 2/GHMB following 36/GN in 
the 40 wagon lengthened train. 9280, hauled 
by 2254, was 35/GN and one GOCM. 2259 
was working the other train, also with 35/GN 
and one GOCM. The longer train is to become 
the norm. 2163D/2152D were working 8206 


Image by Paul Bartle 
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Townsville area shunt. 4167 returned to Pring 
vehicle on 8G16 from Townsville. It had only 
been used for one return trip to Phosphate 
Hill while at Stuart (9T66 depart 3 July, return 
9267 5 July). On 8 July, 2387/2413D departed 
Mount McLaren on 6ZG5 sorghum for Mackay 
Harbour, with 41 wagons. The remaining 2400s 
do not usually feature on these grain trains. 
9295 freight from Mount Isa with 
2829/4041 attached 17 triple slot container 
wagons of QUBE ore containers at Cloncurry 
on 13 July to the 31/PCZY of copper anodes 
(in ARG coal/coke containers) and 4/PHZ 


With Mount Demi towering in the background, Faughy and Douglas haul empty cane bins to the 
Rocky Point loadout prior to returning to Mossman Mill on Monday 5 August 2013. 
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of zinc concentrates, already on the train. 
After 9295 arrived at Stuart the next day, 
2163D/2152D worked the four PHZ of zinc 
and the 17 triple slot container wagons of 
QUBU ore containers to Townsville Jetty as 
8239. On 15 July, 2201D/2180D hauled 9Q92 
from Stuart to Bowen Cokeworks to load 31/ 
PCZY of coke containers for Mount Isa. Further 
south, 2202D/2501D worked O0GB3 ballast 
from Hatfield to Hay Point to stow for the start 
of a major closure including final works for the 
Hay Point duplication commissioning. The same 
day, 2415D hauled 3C37 Sunlander alone 
from Townsville to Cairns, following the failure 
of the ATP on lead loco 2190D at Townsville. 
2251/2174D worked 6C55 freight from 
Townsville to Cairns on 16 July. 2387 departed 
Stuart Meatworks (Julago) on 22 July on 65NO 
Dinmore livestock (44 wagons). 2411D was 
attached as a second loco at Rockhampton 
early the next day. 2850 worked 63N4 Lakes 
Creek livestock from Stuart to Rockhampton on 
23 July with 45K from Julia Creek, Richmond 
and Hughenden. 

2212D worked 6Q68 empty molasses from 
Townsville Jetty on 24 July with 16/MO wagons 
for Inkerman Mill at Carstairs. It then stabled, 
as usual, at Home Hill for the return working as 
6227 on Friday. 2840/2842 worked 9M48 from 
Townsville Jetty on 27 July with vehicle 2837 for 
Cloncurry. The same day, fertiliser traffic resumed 
on the Mount Isa line, following no movements 
since early July. 2820/4162 ran as LT76 from 
Cloncurry to Phosphate Hill, then worked 
9277 (59 wagons) from there. These wagons 
had arrived here on 8 July as 9T80, the locos, 
2846/4046 returning to Cloncurry as L281. 
2390/2389 worked a Proserpine sugar round 
trip during the morning of 5 August. At the same 
time, 2197F towed failed 2198F from Mackay to 
Jilalan as LJ72, returning as LZ73 to the Harbour. 
The pair then ran as LUO2 to Mackay, return LZ03 
having 2199F/2197F. This pair then worked 
6D72 from the Harbour. 

2371/2481D worked 9293 coke from 
Bowen Cokeworks to Stuart with 31/ 
PCZY of ARG containers for Mount Isa on 
5 August. 2190D/2178D worked the 44 
wagon McNaughton to Cobarra coal service 
on 8 August. Due to 2178D shutting down 
intermittently on the return journey from Ayr, 
2806 was attached at Barratta. It had been sent 
as LQ86 from Stuart. Also on 8 August, stowed 
4167/4157; 4158 departed Buckley, first loop 
south of Pring, as KL62 to Lake Vermont. After 
loading as 9F66, it was headed to Callemondah 
on transfer, reducing the number of Newlands 
consists from eight to seven. 2197F/2489H 
worked 6D72 Proserpine empties from Mackay 
Harbour on 8 August. This was 2489H’s 
first run, having replaced 2199F which was 
required for inspection at Stuart. 2389/2390 
worked 67G4 from Mackay Harbour at with 40 
grain empties for Mount McLaren. This service 
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Image by Stephen Karas 


has been running daily for the past five days. 
2170D/2257 worked a diverted 9588 as 9N88 
to Newlands, to load 47/GO for Cobarra on 

29 August for the purpose of testing Newlands 
coal at QNI. Glencore Xstrata recently 
announced the future of the McNaughton Mine 
at Collinsville was uncertain. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

On 6 July, 2308/2302 arrived at Pinkenba with 
6BT7 Goondiwindi grain to unload, departing 

as 6656 empties for Toowoomba, the train 
passed Ascot at 1310hrs. On 5 July, the first 
BMA electric loco BMACC001, and PN 7141, 
arrived in Brisbane. 8342 towed 7141/BMACC 
001 from Moolabin for Nebo as LGP7 via Dutton 
Park and Exhibition, before reaching Parana 

not long after 21:00 on 10 July. 2479D/1725D 
arrived at Dinmore just after midnight on 11 July 
on 65C2 Winton livestock with 42 wagons. 
Twenty-four hours later, 2479D/1725D departed 
Rockhampton for Clermont on 6BC4 empty K 
wagons. On 13 July, 2479D/1725D hauled 65C4 
Dinmore Cattletrain through Nundah, Brisbane 
with 44K from Clermont. On 12 July, 2335/1736 
towed an IBJXR, 2/VMO, VMOA, VMOMB, 
VMOA and 6/B type triple slot container wagons 
(as cover) from Acacia Ridge to Redbank as 
LF30. The molasses wagons were heading for 
scrapping. On 18 July, 2390/2389 departed 
Fisherman Islands with 6ZG3 empties (37 grain 
wagons) for Mackay. This transfer resulted in 
three consists being in Central Queensland, 

one already in Mount McLaren traffic and other 
in Capella traffic. 2841/2304D hauled Y375 
from Fisherman Islands BMT, the start of several 
return workings by 2304D. 2321D entered 
revenue service, departing Fisherman Islands for 
Toowoomba on 9610 empties (2321D/2332D). 
Redbank Shops shunt loco, 2116D, has had 

its main generator changed. The restoration 


Seen here near German Creek in the Central Queensland coalfields on Friday 2 August 2013, 8342 
hauls BMACC003/BMACC002 to Nebo for commissioning. These new electric locomotives are part 
of an order from Siemens for the BHPBilliton - Mitsubishi alliance. 


of 1764D to active health, or repairs to WA 
locos P2505 and P2517 remain a work in 
progress. The operation of rail traffic between 
Bundamba and Box Flat (in both directions) now 
requires Road Traffic Controllers at both Mary 
Street level crossings, due to lack of adequate 
vision. A special ballast train OFB1, worked by 
2486H/1720 with 10/VBZR, ran on the branch 
on 29 July, the first of what will be many, as the 
Wulkuraka ballast sidings have just closed in 
preparation for the start of EMU stabling depot 
works. Box Flat will be the new ballast loading 
(and spoil unloading) location. The last train to 
load at Wulkuraka was on Sunday 30 June, 


Image by Matt Green 
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06B2/0FB3 with 2482D/1744D hauling 20/ 
VBO and plough. Two livestock trains arrived at 
Dinmore from the north on 3 August - 65C4 with 
2496H/1744D from Clermont, and 65C6 with 
2195F/1738D from Winton. 65C4 waited at 
Normanby for 65C6 to unload and clear Dinmore. 
It was a good day for the 1620 class, with 
both 1620 and 1632 in action on the mainline 
on 5 August. 1620 did three trips between 
Mayne and Ipswich Shops, conveying SX set 
45 from Ipswich Shops as 40T1, then the 
wooden cars ex Sunday Steam back as 45T2, 
then light engine back to Mayne as LOTS for 
emergency backup and ‘charging runs’ during 
the Exhibition week. 1632 was hired out by Mary 
Valley Heritage Railway to assist movement of 
new Transperth EMU 95 from Downer Rail in 
Maryborough to Maryborough West. Light Engine 
L4P0 consisting of 8314 ex 87P2, departed 
Maryborough West and travelled to Gympie 
North. On arrival at Gympie North, 8314 reversed 
through southern leg of the angle, and coupled 
to MVHR locomotive 1632 and 2/HO wagons at 
GN51 Stop Board (the QR/ MVHR connection). 
Following testing, 8MP1 departed Gympie North 
for Maryborough. Consist was 8314, MVHR 
locomotive 1632 and 2/HO class wagons. On 
arrival in Maryborough West, the train reversed 
through the northern leg of the angle clear of 
MW51. The PN locomotive then detached in the 
fifth road with 6MP3, consisting of 1632 and 2/ 
HO wagons, departing Maryborough West for 
Downer Upper Kent Street Siding. Following this, 
1632 travelled LE to Maryborough yard to attach 
4/HO wagons located in the Goods shed road. 
These were attached and conveyed to Downer 
at Bowen Street for the loading of bogies. 8PPO 


The PN class are currently cycling through the Downer Rail facility at Maryborough with part of 
the work being repainting of the locomotive cabs. So far PN001 and PNOO9 have had the work 
completed. After attaching the lead loco at Maryborough West straight from the Downer Rail plant, 
PN009/PN013/8314 work 87P4 freight in very late afternoon light at Beerwah on Friday 9 August 
2013. The sight of three locomotives on the lead of a PNQ train is only known to have occurred a 
handful of times during their eight years of operations in Queensland. 
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Image by Neil Crellin 


departed Maryborough West for Acacia Ridge. 
The train comprised 8314, 3/HO wagons, Perth 
units, and 3/HO wagons. The HO wagons were 
returned to Maryborough West by PNOO2 as 
6MP1 after 8 August. 

Two days earlier 2332D/2415D worked 
PC37 Sunlander from Brisbane, hauling the 
train through to Cairns. 2301D joined 2304D in 
mainline freight use, with 2803/2301D working 
YC49 from Acacia Ridge. On 24 August, 
2805/2304D hauled Y874 into Fisherman 
Islands and in the afternoon, the Y375 return. 
2268 was attached at Maryborough West after 
being there for 8 months! 

PN operated a couple of ‘tuition trips’ 
between Moolabin and Acacia Ridge, L7T3/ 
L714, using PNOO8 and 8314 on 6 August. 
The same day, 2478H/1738D worked OFS1 
Spoil train from Clapham to Wacol with 
29 loaded ‘H’ wagons. After unloading, 
the wagons were returned to Clapham. A 
number of other ‘H’ wagons at Wacol are to 
be scrapped. 2490H/2413D worked OFB1 
from Clapham to Box Flat and return, to load 
10 VBZR ballast hoppers. 2488H/2485H 
worked 6H24 from Fisherman Islands on 8 
August with vehicles 2195F and 1733 for 
Toowoomba. 2499D replaced 2488H at 
Toowoomba as well. 
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Mary Valley’s 1632 was still resident at 
Maryborough, and was used to deliver new 83 
class locos ‘LDP016’ and ‘LDP017’ on 9 August. 
These are two of six ‘spec-built’ locos without 
an order, which appear to be picked up by PN. 
One of the other four locos had been previously 
sighted fully painted as Pacific National 8347. 
2301D has returned to coal use, but 2304D is 
still working Seafreighters between Rockhampton 
and Fisherman Islands as of 14 August. 
2484H/2487H worked 6H24 Goondiwindi 
Cotton empties through Darra on 17 August, with 
a few PYCs in the 35 wagon consist. The PYCs 
are due to be replaced with PCUY'’s to eliminate 
them from the fleet. It was following one section 
behind 9630 coal empties with 2333D only. 


SOUTH-WESTERN REPORT 

On 22 July, 2484H/2487H arrived at Goondiwindi 
on 6H24 from Toowoomba, consisting of only 11 
empty PCUY wagons. Other wagons were already 
on hand at the Namoi Cotton Siding. On 5 August 
2365/2351 arrived at Goondiwindi on 6H36 

grain empties from Toowoomba. 2484H/ 2487H 
departed Toowoomba on 6 August with OHB4, 
15/VBOR and plough, for Cobba-Da-Mana ballast 
pit. The wagons were loaded for ballasting work 

in the Bungunya area. The empty train turned and 
unloaded at Bungunya, returning as OEB5 to the 
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With the first unit of a new order for the PTA in Perth standing in the background, Mary Valley Heritage’s 1632 departs Downer Rail’s Maryborough 
plant on Monday 5 August 2013 hauling two HO wagons loaded with bogies to Maryborough West prior to returning for the EMU and also hauling it to 
Maryborough West where both the EMU and the wagons would be hauled to Brisbane by 8314. 


ballast pit. 6BT5 Goondiwindi to Pinkenba grain 
with 2365/2351 was failed outside Gore on 17 
August. The train was divided into Gore, with 
rescue locos sent from Toowoomba. 2357/2360 
ran as LHO2 on 18 August, with 6BT5 resuming 
and then terminating at Toowoomba later that 
morning. A week later on 25 August, 2335/2365 
arrived at Pinkenba on 6BT5 Goondiwindi malt 
barley from Toowoomba. 


WESTERN REPORT 

On 9 July, 2308/2302 worked 6D92 grain 
empties from Toowoomba to Dalby West to load, 
returning as 6893. This was 2308's last trip prior 
to entering Redbank for overhaul on 11 July. 
2362/2302 worked 6G88 grain empties from 
Toowoomba to Meandarra on 11 July to load and 
return as 6889. 2390/2389 departed Dalby on 
16 July with 6893 grain for Fisherman Islands. 
2365/2351 worked 38 wagons from Toowoomba 
to Brookstead as 6P60 to load grain on 7 August. 
2490H/1738D worked 6R82 from Toowoomba 
on 28 August with 18/PCUYP and 4/PYC for 
storage at Oakey. The locos continued as LR82 
to Roma to stow. The next day, 2490H/1738D 
worked special 6783 from Roma with 38/PCUYP 
ex storage there; 13 were for Willowburn, the 
other 25 heading for Redbank for L1 inspection 
on account of Queensland Rail. 
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Approaching the small hamlet of Toolburra on the Darling Downs, 2487/2484 work the last 6E84 molasses service to Warwick on Thursday 4 July 2013. 
Image by Michael Fay 
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At 1020hrs on Tuesday 20 August 2013, 67P2 freight passes Walsh’s Pyramid, a well known local landmark between Gordonvale and Aloomba, some 
forty minutes travelling time from the Cairns freight yards at Portsmith, led by 8326. The semaphore signal shown, protects the crossing of the cane 
railway which terminates at the Mulgrave Sugar mill at Gordonvale. 

Image by Graham Crichton 


October 2013 


Australian Railways Illustrated { 67 } 


‘STATE NEWS 


South Australia 


- Skirting the shores of Lake Hart between Burando and Wirraminna on the Trans Australian Railway, CLF6/CLP8 haul 4DA2 freight from Darwin to 
; Adelaide on Thursday 8 August 2013. 
> Image by Alan Holding 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

On 8 July, 1283/284 Wolseley grain was 
worked by GWU001/701/2210/CLP17. That 
evening, DL50/NR46 worked light engine from 
Islington to Mt. Lofty where they collected a 
RRRY 5 unit well wagon set which had earlier 
been detached off 1MP5 due to problems. 
They then returned back to Islington. 3152 
loaded Pinnaroo grain departed Tailem Bend 
on 10 July hauled by ALF21/2207/2212. The 
train encountered problems enroute and stalled 
on the Petwood side of Callington. The train 
pushed back into the loop at Callington and 
awaited light engines CLF5/FQ04 to come 
from Dry Creek and assist the train to Adelaide. 
A few days later on 13 July, 1281/2182 Tailem 
Bend grain was worked by ALF21/FQ04/701/ 
CLF5. Also that same morning, QRN service 
6MP1 arrived in Pt. Adelaide hauled by 6028/ 
LDP009/42206. SCT service 6MP9 was 
enroute to Adelaide on 20 July hauled by 
CSRO004/SCT004/SCT003 when it stalled 
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between Ambleside and Mt. Lofty. The following 
train, 6MP1 hauled by 6021/6028/42206 
coupled to the rear of BMP9 and assisted it 

to Mt. Lofty before both trains continued on 
their separate ways. Two GWA grain services 
operated south of Adelaide on 21 July. The first, 
1351 Pinnaroo was hauled by GM43/GM40/ 
GM42/GWU002 while the second train, 1341 
Loxton was hauled by GM38/701/703/CLP8/ 
FQO2. On 24 July, 3152 Pinnaroo grain was 
enroute to Adelaide hauled by CLF5/703/ 
GM42/GM40/GM43 when it stalled between 
Bridgewater and Mt. Lofty. The following train, 
3MP4 hauled by NR11/NR48 pushed 3152 
to Mt. Lofty before both trains continued. 

That night, 4AM5 departed Islington hauled 

by NR109/NR75/DL48/DL50. The next day, 
1281/2182 Tailem Bend grain was worked 

by ALF24/GM42/GM40/GM43/CLP8. Due 
to problems south of Adelaide, 5MP5 arrived 
in Islington on 26 July with NR54 long end 
leading NR106/NR67/DL50. NR54 was taken 
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off SMA3 at Mt. Barker Jct to assist 5MP5. 
SMAS then continued to Adelaide behind 
NR29/XRB562. Also that same day, SCTO02 
worked light engine from Bolivar to Tailem Bend 
to bank 6MP9 SCT the following morning. 
On 28 July, 1281/2182 Tailem Bend 
grain was worked by CLP8/CLP17/701/ 
FQ04. QRN service 2MP1 arrived 
in Pt. Adelaide on 30 July hauled by 
6026/6006/2210/2809. 2210 was returning 
from AK car duties in NSW. The next day, 
another 1281/2182 Tailem Bend grain 
operated this time hauled by GM45/GM37/ 
GM42/CLF5/CLP17. In the early hours on 
1 August, 4AK1 Dimboola grain departed 
Dry Creek hauled by GM45/GM37/GM43/ 
GM42/2210/CLP17. The front three GMs 
were detached at Tailem Bend and the train 
returned to Adelaide as 5KA2. Another 
Dimboola grain service operated later in 
the same week. This time GWU002/701/ 
GWU004 worked 6AK1/7KA2 departing 


Adelaide on 2 August. 1283/2184 Wolseley 
grain on 3 August was worked by CLP17/ 
FQ03/GM37/GM45/GM43. That same 
morning saw extra QRN service, 6MA6 arrive 
in Pt. Adelaide hauled by 6028/42206. 

On 5 August, GWA operated a grain 
service to the Wimmera Intermodal Freight 
Terminal at Dooen in Victoria. The train 
worked a 2AK1/3KA2 and was hauled 

by GWU005/2216/GWUO002. A second 
train, 4AK1/5KA2 departed Adelaide on 

7 August hauled by GWU005/2216/ 
GWU001. 1283/2184 Wolseley grain 
service on 7 August was worked by FQ04/ 
GM43/GM37/GM40/GM42. The next day, 
1351/3152 Pinnaroo grain was worked 

by CLF5/703/701/GM45. On 11 August, 
QRN service 6PM1 departed Adelaide 
hauled by 6028/6027/LDP006/2821. 
GWA grain service 2184 ex Wolseley 
arrived in Adelaide on 14 August hauled by 
GWU007/2216/701/2212. It was followed 
into Adelaide by 3152 Pinnaroo grain hauled 
by FQ04/CLP8/GM42/GM40/703. During 
August, part of the SA based ARTC ballast 
fleet was sent over to Victoria to be used 

on a western line ballast program. QUBE 
locomotives GML10/8030 departed Dry 


Creek on 19 August with the empty ballast 
consist as service 1M22. The south line saw 
four separate grain services in the morning of 
22 August. 1251 Keith departed Dry Creek 
hauled by GWU007/2216/GWU004. This 
was followed by two inbound trains, 3142 
Loxton hauled by CLF6/GM40/GM38/2212 
and 3152 Pinnaroo hauled by CLP14/ 
GWU0083/2214/703. Next was an empty 
outbound, 1351 to Pinnaroo hauled by 
GM43/GM42/GWU001/2212. Later that 
same day, extra QRN service 5AM6 departed 
Pt. Adelaide hauled by 6007/2821. 

During late August, SCT resumed the 
running of extra SCT shuttles from Dooen 
to Adelaide. The first of these trains was 
6KA4 on 23 August hauled by SCTO004. The 
following day, 3152 Pinnaroo grain departed 
Tailem Bend hauled by GWU004/703/GM45 
while that evening, 8030/GML10 arrived 
in Dry Creek with 7M21 empty ballast from 
Gheringhap in Victoria. After exchanging 
their rake of ballast hoppers for another 
due to maintenance reasons, GML10/8030 
returned back to Gheringhap the next 
morning as train 7M22. On 25 August, 3142 
Loxton grain departed Tailem Bend hauled by 
GWU004/221 4/703/GM47 while later that 
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night, 1283 Wolseley departed Dry Creek 
hauled by FQ02/2212/GWUO001 and this 
was followed by 1351 Pinnaroo hauled by 
CLP14/CLF6/GM38/GM40. An interesting 
movement on the south line occurred on 26 
August when S311/S300 departed Islington 
Works bound for Keith with 1221 test train. 
The train consisted of a CGAY grain hopper 
and a CHEY 2-unit ore hopper. Two high 
speed runs were conducted between Keith 
and Coombe before the train returned to 
Adelaide as 2122. That same day also saw 
SCT012 work 2KA4 extra SCT service from 
Dooen to Adelaide. 


NORTHERN REPORT 

Pacific National's Bemax service to Broken 
Hill, 1563, departed Pt. Adelaide on 7 July 
hauled by NR29/9307. The next day, QUBE 
locomotive GML10 departed Pt. Augusta 
Workshops light engine bound for Crystal 
Brook at low speed. It continued its journey 
to Adelaide the following day to visit the 
wheel lathe. The 9 July saw some GWA 
variety north of Adelaide. 1911 Oz Minerals 
service was worked by CLF6/CLP8 while 
GM42/GM40/2216 worked 1401/4102 
Crystal Brook grain. Another grain, 


Normally a job for GL108, here S300/S311 deputise for it on 4120 freight from Bowman to Outer Harbour near Port Adelaide seen here near Long Plains 


; on Thursday 15 August 2013. 
> Image by Justin Cheary 
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1431/4132 to Mallala Grainflow were worked 
by GM43/FQ04/CLF5. 5AD1 departed 
Islington on 11 July hauled by FQ02/CLF6/ 
GM46. On 12 July, 6NY3 arrived in Spencer 
Jct with NR382 hauling CFCLA locomotives 
S300/S311. The next day, 1401/4102 
Crystal Brook Grainflow grain services 

were worked by GM43/GM40/GM42 while 
that night, 4PW4 departed Spencer Jct 

with NR35/NR32/S31 1/S300. The two S 
class were enroute to Islington Works. After 
working for a period out of Parkeston, the 
ARTC ballast train arrived back in Whyalla 
on 13 July hauled by 8030/RL301. On 15 
July, 2XW4 departed Spencer Jct hauled by 
NR4/8039. The next day, 2MP5 departed 
Islington hauled by NR381/NR107/DL50. Oz 
Minerals service, 9112 arrived in Spencer 
Jct on 17 July hauled by GWU002/ALF24. 
The train attached GM38 before continuing 
to Adelaide. PN service 5SP5 departed 
Broken Hill bound for Spencer Jct on 18 July 
hauled by NR99/9307 with the 93 being 
taken off the train at the latter location. In 
the early hours of the next morning, 4NY3 
arrived in Spencer Jct with NR96 hauling 
ELS5. After a lengthy period in Adelaide, the 
AK cars departed Dry Creek for Broken Hill 


19 August hauled by 2210 as train AK81. 
That night, 4PM6 departed Spencer Jct 
hauled by NR10/9307/NR41. The following 
morning, 1561 Bemax departed Pt. Adelaide 
hauled by NR17/NR82/9305. That evening, 
4PW4 departed Spencer Jct with NR102/ 
NR22 hauling EL55. The EL was bound for 
Islington Works. 

On 21 July, QUBE owned locomotive, 
GML10 departed Dry Creek light engine 
bound for Spencer Jct. That same day, 6DA2 
departed Darwin with GWU007/ALF18 
hauling FJ104. On the train's arrival in Alice 
Springs, FJ104 was swapped for FJ105 
allowing the latter to be hauled to Adelaide 
for work. QUBE movement, 4541 departed 
Spencer Jct on 23 July with GML10/8030/ 
RL301 hauling a crew car and fuel tank 


bound for Broken Hill. The movement returned 


back to Spencer Jct the next day as 5414 
minus the RL. On 24 July, CK1 worked light 
engine from Whyalla to Spencer Jct. It was 
then attached to 9112 behind FQ02/ALF24 
and hauled to Adelaide. This is the first time 
a CK had been in Adelaide since 2008 and 
it was heading to there for attention. After 

a short spell in Islington Works, S300/ 
S311 replaced GL108 on the Balco service 


while the latter was being serviced. GL108 
returned to the train the next day. On 25 

July, 5AD1 departed Islington with FQ02/ 
CLF6 hauling FJ105 bound for Darwin. 4PS6 
departed Spencer Jct on 26 July hauled by 
NR63/NR64/8121. The next day, 7AD1 
departed Islington with GWU007/ALF24 
hauling ALF23 behind the in-line fuel wagon. 
On 29 July, 2YN2 departed Spencer Jct 
hauled by NR5/NR20/8229. The 82 was 
returning back to NSW after duties on the 
Leigh Creek coal train. GWA grain service 
1471/4174 to Snowtown were worked by 
703/701/GM38 on 1 August. The following 
evening, SNY8 arrived in Spencer Jct with 
NR61 hauling EL53/VL356. The VL/EL were 
then forwarded to Adelaide then next day on 
4PW4 behind NR2/NR111. 6DA2 arrived in 
Islington on 4 August with GWU001/CLP14/ 
FQ04. Oz Minerals service, 1911 departed 
Dry Creek on 6 August hauled by CLP17/ 
FQ03/CK1/2207. The trailing two locomotives 
were detached at Spencer Jct and CK1 has 
since been used on transfer trips between 
Spencer Jct and Whyalla. On 8 August, 
4DA2 arrived at Islington hauled by CLF6/ 
CLP8. The next morning, 4WP2 departed 
Islington with NR20/NR4 hauling EL61 


- Due to operational requirements, NSWRTM’s tour to Port Augusta was returned to Peterborough for stabling. Here close to midnight on Monday 12 
- August 2013, a 15 minute time exposure shows CF4409/4520 leading the train. 


e Image by Bernie Baker 
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Image by Justin Cheary 


bound for Spencer Jct. The EL had just been 
overhauled and painted at Islington Works. It 
was forwarded to NSW the next day behind 

NR70/NR1 on 5PS6 service. 

The NSWRITM'’s Southern Aurora 
consist made its second visit to SA during 
August. 6L68 arrived in Pt. Augusta station 
on 10 August as 6L63 hauled by CF4409 
and 4520. After the passengers detrained, 
the consist returned to Peterborough as 
6L64 and stabled until 13 August. It then 
worked back to Pt. Augusta on that day as 
6L65 and back to NSW late that afternoon 
as 6L66. On 14 August, the two CFCLA S 
class ended up on the Balco working again 
while GL108 was in for servicing. The GL 
returned to the train on 16 August. Also 
on 14 August, 4172 SCT shuttle departed 
Spencer Jct hauled by GM37/2214/ 
SCT0O05. Near Bowmans, GM37 suffered a 
dynamic brake fire which was attended by 
the local CFS before the train continued. 
1411/4112 Pt. Pirie grain on 16 August 
was worked by GM47/GM43/GM38. 

That same day, GML10/8030 hauled the 
empty ARTC ballast train from Spencer 

Jct to Dry Creek. On 18 August, 1471 
Snowtown grain departed Dry Creek hauled 
by 2214/2212/703/FQ04. On arrival at 
Snowtown, the two 22s were detached and 
worked as D513 light engine to Gladstone. 
After attaching loaded hoppers they returned 
to Adelaide as 5114. 1911 Oz Minerals 
service departed Dry Creek on 20 August 
hauled by GWA005/2210/CLP17/FQ04. 
The lead two locomotives were detached 

at Spencer Jct along with a rake of ballast 
hoppers. Also on that same day, V544 and 
TT104 worked D418/D419 light engine test 


Grain continues to be moved off the Mallee lines, here 703/701/GM45 load 1351 grain at the 
Grainflow Pinnaroo site on Thursday 8 August 2013. 


run from Spencer Jct to Mambray Creek 
and return. TT104 had just had its collision 
repairs completed in the Pt. Augusta 
Workshops. A ballast program on the Leigh 
Creek line was started in late August using 
GWA owned ballast hoppers and locomotive 
2210. The first run to Parachilna and return 
was on 22 August. Also on that same day, 
CK1 worked a transfer movement from 
Spencer Jct to Whyalla and return. 6NY3 
arrived in Spencer Jct on 25 August hauled 
by NR27/NR63/8108. The next evening, 
2XW4 departed Spencer Jct hauled by 
NR10/NR119/8108. 


STATE NEWS: 


EYRE PENINSULA REPORT 

The Pt. Lincoln division received a new 
addition to the fleet when 847 arrived 

by road from Whyalla on 16 July. Also 

on that same day, 3CP1 light engine to 
Thevenard departed Pt. Lincoln with solo 
906 while on the opposite end of the 
system 3CP2 departed Thevenard with 
1601/848. On 21 July, 10C1/1CC2 to 
Murdinga was worked by 851/873/1 204. 
Three days later on 24 July, 4BC1/4BC2 
to Rudall was worked by 850/873/1 204. 
This combination made another slight 
change when 851/850/1204 worked 
1BG1/2BG2 to Kimba on 28 July. The next 
day, 859/846/1203 worked 2AE1/2AE2 
to Cummins and then the same trio 
worked 2CF1/4CF2 to Kyancutta that 
night. On 30 July, 851/850/1204 worked 
3BC1/3BC2 to Rudall and then that night 
worked 3BG1/4BG2 to Kimba. The next 
day, 859/873/1203 worked 4CF1/6CF2 
to Kyancutta. 6CP1 light engine departed 
Pt. Lincoln on 2 August with 902/846 
bound for Thevenard. Late the following 
afternoon, the rare quad combination of 
906/1603/846/902 worked the gypsum 
train to Kevin. This quad combination then 
worked the train for another four days. 
The 6 August saw 848/850/1204 work 
3BG1/4BG2 Kimba grain while 1601 
worked 3CP1 light engine to Thevenard. 
On 28 August, 906/1601 departed 
Thevenard with 1CP2 light engine bound for 
Pt. Lincoln. 


Thanks to Todd Hutchison, Damien Butler, 
David Arnold, Greg O’Brien, Dave Castle, 
Peter Donaghy and Trevor Briggs. 


Reflected in a puddle at Birkenhead is 2216 working 1131 empty ore back to Dry Creek Yard on 


> Thursday 11 July 2013. 
- Image by Tom Marschall 
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Roaring upgrade through various curves, CLP17/FQ03 haul 1911 empty ore to Wirrida seen here between Wirrappa and Pimba on Tuesday 6 August 2013. 
Image by Alan Holding 


On a drizzly winter’s day, CLP17/FQ03/CK1/2207 work 1911 empty ore northwards near Long Plains on Tuesday 6 August 2013. CK1 and 2207 were 
detached at Port Augusta for other duties. 


Image by Tom Marschall 
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STATE NEWS 


Not often seen together, GM40/GM338, two of the three GM class still wearing the Australian National livery work 3152 grain away from Pinnaroo on 
Wednesday 28 August 2013. 
Image by Wayne Morris 
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With the Flinders Ranges in the background and Lake Knockout in the foreground, GWA005/2210/CLP17/FQ04 work 1911 service northwards on 
Tuesday 20 August 2013. On arrival at Port Augusta, the leading two units along with the ten ballast wagons were detached with 2210 and the ballast 
wagons being later noted working on the Leigh Creek line. 

Image by Damien Butler 
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‘STATE NEWS 


Western Australia 


Shadows lengthen as DFZ2405/DFZ2403/DFZ2402 negotiate the curves and grades around Bringo as they haul a loaded ore service to the Port of 


- Geraldton on Thursday 4 July 2013. 
- Image by Phil Melling 


ALBANY REPORT 

On the 27 May, P2511 with two XK ballast 
hoppers departed Avon as 2305 for Wagin and 
onto Lake Grace to commence ballast train work, 
whilst on the 29 May, P2504 departed from 
Wagin for Avon. On the 7 June, Watco /CBH 
carried out a loco swap over with an Albany 
loco. CBH had a train working at Brookton with 
CBH014/ CBH016 leading the train, on arrival 
at Brookton, CBH016 departed for Wagin. 

An empty grain train 6A42 departed Albany 

with CBH005/CBHO01 2 and when it reached 
Wagin, CBHO05 was detached and waited at 
the station for the arrival of CBHO16 which was 
then attached to 6A42 heading towards Lake 
Grace. CBHO005 then headed back to Brookton 
to attach to the train waiting there. On 28 June, 
P2508 travelled light engine to Avon as 6304 
crossing P2511 at Wagin, which was heading to 
Lake Grace to take over the ballast train duties. 
On 2 July, P2504 came to Albany from Wagin as 
3303 light engine, the loco had been working in 
the Lake Grace area. P2504 was noted during 
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the middle of July working on the woodchip train 
with P2515, whilst P2509 was in the workshop. 
On 20 July, P2511 worked a ballast fleet which 
was loaded at Wagin to Albany as 7BTS3. The 
next morning the ballast train departed and was 
discharging ballast between Albany and Mt 
Barker before continuing onwards. During July 
CBH012/CBHO016 were running on one fleet 
while CBHO13/CBHO15 were running on the 
second one. 


BUNBURY REPORT 

A visit to the Bunbury area on 8 July yielded a 
number of trains: ACN4172 was seen on 2873 
loaded alumina ex-Calcine - Alcoa Pinjarra at 
Roelands. DBZ2309/DBZ2303 were on 2595 
empty coal working back to Collie from the 
Hamilton Refinery. DD2355/DD2359 were 
noted on 2867 loaded alumina from Yalup Brook 
- Alcoa Wagerup at Benger. DBZ2310 was on 
2271 loaded lime at Harvey whilst ACN4175 

on 2875 alumina ex-Calcine passed through 
Waroona. A visit by our Geraldton correspondent 
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to the Bunbury area on 20 July 2018 also netted 
a few trains, the first being ironically as the ACN 
class feature strongly in the Geraldton area; 
ACN41483 on a loaded alumina train ex Alcoa 

at Pinjarra enroute to Bunbury Port. The ACN 
crossed the unique PA2819 heading to Alcoa at 
Pinjarra with an empty alumina train at Waroona 
whilst further south at Burekup, S8309 was on 
a loaded alumina train to Bunbury Port. At Picton 
Yard; ACN4175 was on an empty alumina train, 
DD2357 was then noted leaving the yard with a 
loaded caustic soda train for Wagerup. DD2355, 
DBZ2313/ DBZ2306 and ACN4171 were all 
stabled. Another visit to Burekup saw DD2359/ 
DD2358 on a loaded alumina train to Picton 
Junction, meaning three of the four operational 
DD class were out working that day. 


GERALDTON/MIDWEST REPORT 
Watco/ CBH have a servicing facility at 
Mingenew and on 6 July 2013, CBH007/ 
CBHO008 and CBH0O09/CBHO03 were all 
present. On July 15, CBHO07 was loading 


grain at Arrino whilst on 23 July a few trains 
were observed around the Geraldton area 

with P2507/P2513 on an empty Ruvidini ore 

at Narngulu, whilst P2502 and DAZ1905 

were noted stabled at Narngulu. Later in the 
day P2501/DFZ2406/DFZ2407 were noted 
on 3721 ore train from Perenjori unloading in 
Geraldton Port. ACN4149/ ACN4151 & DPU 
ACN4170 were sitting on a loaded iron ore at 
Narngulu East. The 3 August saw further trains 
in the Geraldton area with ACN4169/ACN4150 
& DPU ACN4151 ona loaded Karara Mining 
Ltd (KML) iron ore at Narngulu waiting entry 
into the Port. P2502/P2503 were unloading 

an ore in the Port and DFZ2407/DFZ2404/ 
P2512 were seen departing Narngulu on 

7720 empty ore to Perenjori, this service then 
crossed P2513/P2507 loaded tron ore at 
Grants crossing loop. Stabled at the Narngulu 
East loco depot were ACN 4168, ACN4144, 
ACN4147 and ACN4146 whilst unusually 
ACN4171/ACN4145/DFZ2402/DFZ2401/ 
DFZ2405 were sitting on another loaded iron 
ore. The first train reported above was able to 
depart for Geraldton Port after ACN4151 & 
DPU ACN4150/ACN4169 worked an empty 
ore from the Port. Rounding out the sightings for 
the day was P2501/DFZ2406/P2510 on a late 


Image by Simon Barber 


running 7721 loaded Perenjori iron ore arriving 
into Geraldton Port at 1600Ohrs. 

A visit out to Perenjori/Maya on 10 August 
saw a number of workings along the way with 
P2506/DFZ2404/P2501 on empty 7720 
Perenjori iron ore which crossed P2506/ 
DFZ2407/P2514 on loaded 7721 Perenjori 
iron ore at the Nola crossing loop. 

ACN4147/ACN4152 and DPU ACN4144 
were on 7761 loaded KML iron ore to 
Geraldton near Wilroy. ACN4150/ACN41 70 
and DPU ACN4145 were on empty 7760 KML 
iron ore on the new Karara railway. Later in the 
morning DFZ2405/DFZ2401 were on 7763 
loaded KML iron ore ex Perenjori and it crossed 
7720 at Bell crossing loop and also had to wait 
for CBHO07/CBHO08 on an empty grain train 
to Maya. This was the first run of a CBH/Watco 
train to Maya; the end of the line for Geraldton 
District grain trains. The line south of Maya to 
McLevie - Dalwallinu is disused. 

A variation for the CBH grain train occurred 
on 20 August 2013 when CBHO07 departed 
Geraldton Port with just eight wagons in tow 
and then went up the Mullewa line, a short time 
later CBHO08 long end leading led the balance 
of the train onto the Midland Railway enroute to 
Mingenew. First thing on 31 August 2013 saw 
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STATE NEWS: 


CBHO08 head an empty grain train towards 
Mullewa and a short while later ACN4144 led 
7760 empty KML iron ore out of Geraldton Port 
with unusually in DPU mode on the rear three 
locos with ACN4142/ACN4149/ACN41 47. 

A couple of hours out in the afternoon of the 
same day saw P2506/P2512/DFZ2406 on 
7722 empty Perenjori iron ore crossing P2510/ 
P25010n a loaded Ruvidini iron ore at Grants 
crossing loop. The Perenjori ore then crossed 
P2503/DFZ2402/DFZ2401 on 7763 loaded 
then 7722 crossed 7763 KML iron ore at 
Northern Gully with long end leading P2503/ 
DFZ2402/DFZ2401. 7763 then crossed 
P2514/DFZ2407 on an empty Ruvidini iron 

ore and the following 7764 empty KML iron ore 
with ACN4151/ACN4148 and DPU ACN4150 
at Grants crossing loop. 


KALGOORLIE REPORT 


Our Kalgoorlie correspondent continues to see 

a wide variety through Kalgoorlie as seen on 
Saturday 13 July. 7414 empty iron ore was seen 
approaching Binduli, with only ACB4403 upfront 
and AC4303/ACB4405 DPU. A short distance 
ahead, Q4015 was waiting at the Binduli triangle 
to be slotted in behind ACB4403. The day then 
got out of sync when SMP9 with SCT015/ 


After being the first CBH/Watco service to load at Wickepin, CBH005 ran 5K84 grain to Yilliminning as seen here on Thursday 18 July 2013 before 
attaching to CBHO06 which had ran from West Merredin light engine before the service continued to Kwinana later that day. 


Australian Railways Illustrated { 75 } 


‘STATE NEWS 


SCT007 struggling up Parkeston bank at less 
than walking pace after the trailing unit decided 
to play up, the train taking 70 minutes to do 
what’s normally an 8-10 minute run. As the 

train approached the crest, a relief loco from 
West Kalgoorlie was available so 5MP9 pulled 
up to wait. Aurizon’s Q4005 arrived and was 
attached; it then started to assist to haul the 

train towards Kalgoorlie. The ensemble had only 
travelled a further hundred metres before Q4005 
succumbed and the train ground to a halt. After 
more time and many more attempts, a second 
rescue loco was organised from West Kalgoorlie, 
in the form of AC4306, Eventually they got 
moving as AC4306/Q4005 dead/SCT015 and 
SCTO007 dead or idle, the two Aurizon units were 
detached at West Kalgoorlie yard. 

SMP7 and 5MP1 services were both 
waiting side by side at Parkeston for the line to 
be cleared. The next day, Sunday 14 July, 6SP7 
service arrived at Parkeston with NR68/NR81, 
6SP6 wasn’t very far ahead of them, with NR41 
(defective) leading NR102/NR46 - the locos 
were turned on Binduli triangle so NR46 could 
lead for the remainder of the journey. 

A very welcome new service has commenced 
recently, running on Monday afternoons - 2421 
iron ore, consisting of 42 AOPY hoppers, 
shortened former AN Leigh Creek coal hoppers 
brought back out of storage, another ten are in 
regular use on one of the “normal” ore rakes, 
covering for some of the stock destroyed in the 
derailment in May. Our correspondent first noted 
this train on Monday 15 July when it arrived ex 
Koolyanobbing. It utilises the locos from Sunday 
evening's 442 loaded fuel arrival from Esperance, 
this train must also bring up the hoppers, then 
heads off to Koolyanobbing on Monday morning. 

LZ3119/L3118 were noted stabled in 
West Kalgoorlie yard on 9 August and they sat 
there for a couple of days between fuel train 
duties. On the same day LZ3117 arrived with 
438 empty nickel hoppers from Hampton. On 
12 August 421 ore arrived ex Koolyanobbing 
behind Q4004/LZ3119/L3118. As the locos 
ran around, Q4004 was dropped off the east 
end and Q4008 was added onto the west end 
before they completed the move to form 2443 
freighter for Esperance. L3115 was noted 
shunting a very mixed assortment of containers 
for 426 mixed freight to Perth. Q4005/ 
LZ3112/LZ3117/AC4304 dead attached were 
on the front of 4426 freight to Perth. On 14 
August Q4010/ LZ3119/LZ3118 were on 
4443 empty fuel to Esperance. The newest 
ore service; 2421, was again noted on 19 
August when it ran through Binduli on its way 
from Koolyanobbing to West Kalgoorlie and the 
regular Esperance fuel train locos were noted 
on it, L3118/LZ3119. Two days later having 
run 443 ore and empty fuel to Esperance on 
Monday evening, then returning with a loaded 
fuel train on Wednesday morning, the two L 
class were joined by ACB4402 to work 4443 
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Huntley mine near Pinjarra to Kwinana. 


empty fuel back to Esperance, the ACB was 
returning to the ore pool after service/repairs 
in Perth. 

On Saturday 24 August, Q4005/Q4001/ 
LZ3106 had arrived with a late-running 6025 
freighter ex Perth and then led 7C71 transfer 
to Parkeston. On the return run the locos were 
routed via the depot as usual for fuelling and 
sanding; the LZ was dropped off for servicing 
and Q4007 was added ex repairs, it had 
failed on Friday morning on 5029 sulphur train 
ex Perth for return to West Kalgoorlie Yard. 
Interestingly, these two orange Q class had 
worked 5426 to Perth on Thursday evening, 
and another orange pair, Q4004/Q4003 had 
worked 6426 freighter to Perth on Friday 
evening. Both days, the fifth orange Q4009 
was on 479/478 Leonora nickel train. On some 
days, the Murrin Murrin train to Malcolm south 
of Leonora does not require sulphur loading 
but there is still a need to deliver anhydrous 
ammonia, so 029 freight ex Perth doesn't 
run, the tankers instead being conveyed on 
025 (the Kalgoorlie freighter). The service to 
Malcolm then runs as _027 instead of _029, 
and returns as _432 instead of _430, with the 
tanks going on the following evening's _426 
freighter back to Perth. 


METROPOLITAN REPORT 

On 6 July 2013, ACA6009/ACA601 2 were 
noted heading through Midland on an empty 
iron ore train towards Merredin/Mount Walton. 
Two days later on 8 July, LZ3106 hauled 
DC2205 and 2213 on 2196 container train to 
North Quay; the DC locos were being taken 
to North Quay because of the cancellation 

of 2142 container train. The container trains 
were in focus again on the 18 July when the 
following trains were observed at Robb Jetty: 
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Powering away from Mundijong on Monday 1 July 2013, $3307 hauls 2962 bauxite from the 


LZ3106 was on container train 5196 to North 
Fremantle and DC2205/DC2213 on 5142 
container train to North Fremantle. The next 
day, DC2205/DC2213 were seen on 6142 
container train crossing the Swan River at 
Fremantle. On the 21 July there was a bit of 
colour on Pacific National freights with Indian 
Pacific liveried NR18/NR105 on an eastbound 
freight at Bellevue and NR53/NR84, the latter 
in its Southern Spirit colours on 4WP2 steel 
service into Perth and noted at Millendon 
Junction. Later on 21 July, CBHOO5/CBHO02 
were loading a grain service at Moora CBH 
and CBH009/CBHO003 were on a grain 
transfer from Geraldton Port through to Metro 
Grain at Forrestfield. 


PILBARA NEWS 


Early September marked the end of an era 
with the withdrawal of BHP Billiton’s remaining 
General — Electric AC6000CW locomotives. 
The original fleet of eight units were the most 
powerful locomotives ever to grace Australian 
rail. 6070 was destroyed in a derailment that 
occurred on Saturday 28 May 2011, the 
locomotive was so badly damaged, it was 

cut up on-site. The remaining seven units 
performed well even receiving engine change - 
outs to the newer GEVO engine type till earlier 
this year when 6071 and 6074 were stored 
due to major defects. As of 1 September, the 
remaining units were stored. Also on this day, 
services resumed on the Goldsworthy/Yarrie 
line after being out of service since January 
due to cyclone and fire damage. 4366 and 
124 cars ran to Yarrie and return being the first 
service over the line. 


With thanks to: Simon Barber, Jim Bisdee, 
Peter Donaghy and Stew Winston 


STATE NEWS 


After dropping rail at various locations north of Picton, U201 approaches Mundijong hauling an empty railset on Friday 12 July 2013. 
Image by Charles De Bruin 


When sulphur is not required to be shipped to Malcolm, south of Leonora, but anhydrous ammonia does, the tanks are forwarded to Kalgoorlie on the nightly 
freighter thence onto a separate service. Here LZ3107 has departed West Kalgoorlie yard for Malcolm on Saturday 24 August 2013 hauling 7027 freight. 
Image by Peter Donaghy 
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After SCT007 failed whilst assisting SCT015 on 5MP9 service on Saturday 13 July 2013 ascending the grade between Parkeston and Kalgoorlie, Q4005 


was despatched from West Kalgoorlie yard to assist as seen in this image. However one hundred metres further on, Q4005 failed necessitating AC4306 
to come to the rescue after dark. 


Image by Peter Donaghy 


Climbing upgrade into Wallaroo, AC4303/Q4014 with Q4018/ACB4404 mid -train in DPU mode work 2414 empty ore to Koolyanobbing on Monday 15 July 2013. 
Image by David Arnold 
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Pulling away from West Angelas, 9409/8173/8106 work W687N loaded ore to Cape Lambert on Tuesday 6 August 2013. 
Image by Glen Dixon 


Awaiting line clearance approaching Possum in the Hamersley Ranges, 8114/9435/8109 haul a loaded ore to the coast on Saturday 20 July 2013. 
Image by John Regan 
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Northern Territory 


Climbing upgrade out of the Coomalie Creek valley near Batchelor, GWU007/ALF24 haul 7AD1 freight to Darwin on Monday 5 August 2013 
Both images by Bryan Vanderstelt 
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LC 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


Shop 1/16 Ingleburn Rd 


orld 


Ingelburn NSW 2565 


LOCOMOTIVE 
MERCHANDISE 


SHOP ONLINE AT: 


RUSOLLL 
p: 0412 511 794 
E: iInfo@ alcoworld.com.au 


MAIL ORDERS: 


PO Box 383 
Ingleburn NSW 1890 


~www.alcoworld.com.au 


MODELS AND) 
HOBBIES / 


1001 Victoria Rd West Ryde 
NSW 2114 


Entrance via Graf Avenue 


Opening Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9am - 5pm 
Saturday: 8.30am - 3.30pm 

Sunday CLOSED 


TrainOrama GM Class 
HAVE NOW ARRIVEDI!! 


Available in the following road 


numbers and liveries: 


Model Features: 
* 5 Pole Skew Wound Motor 
* Dual Flywheels 
* All wheel pickup and drive 
* NMRA RP25 profile wheels 
* Separately applied detail parts 
* Brass-etch grilles and mirrors 
*DCC and Sound Ready 
* Metal knuckle couplers 
* Each model customised to each particular 


number 


$285.00 each. 
~ Phone: 02 98090530 
/ 02 9809 6948 
Email: info@bobshobbies.com.au 
Fax: 02 9809 0650 


STEAMRAIL VICTORIA 


Presents 
The Maldon Steam Spectacular 


Saturday 26th October 2013 


Join us for a historical event as its 
been nearly 40 years since a steam 
passenger service has gone all the 

way from Spencer street to Maldon. 


Steam locomotives R761 & K190 to 
Castlemaine then K190 & J549 to 
Maldon, J549 & D3639 to Castlemaine | 

then R761 & D3639 to Spencer street 


Prices start from : 
Departing Southern cross station at 


8.44am, arriving Castlemaine at 
12.25pm, Maldon 3.20pm, Castle- 
maine 5.30, depart Castlemaine 
7.30pm and arrive in Southern cross 
at 10.1 Opm. BBQ dinner — oo station 
Times to be confirmed. 


Adult $99pp 

Senior $89pp 

Child (3-16) $65pp 

Children under 3 travel free. (not guaran- 
teed a Seat) 


Return journey prices. 


For more Information 
contact us on (03) 9397 1953 or 
steamrail.com.au or 
booking@steamrail.com.au 
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Auscision Models, Austrains, Eureka, Powerline Models & SDS Model 


Australia’s largest range of model trains in store, Autralian, American & Briti: 


www.trainworld.com.au 


24/7 Online Ordering 


Visit our website to order products via our 
secure shopping cart. All items are posted 
within 3 working days of receiving order. 


Only in stock items available for online ordering. <i 


PIU) 8 Passenger Cars in HO Scale 


Future release from Auscision! 


Available Liveries: 
- Venetian Red & Russet 
- Indian Red (1 Yellow Band) 
- Indian Red (2 Yellow Bands) 
- Candy 


Model Features: 
Ready-to-Run, Scale size metal knuckle couplers, 
2CA, 2AE & 2AN Bogies available, 20 Different 
body versions covering all liveries/eras, Operating 
diaphragms, Detailed interior (depending on the 
car type), Green colour glass effect on all car 
windows, Operating LED red tail lights, 5 Different 

liveries available, Beclawat windows on some cars 


5) Class Locomotive in HO Scale 
re release from Auscision! 


able Liveries: 

dian Red (As introduced) 
Indian Red (1980s) 
Reverse 

andy (Silver Roof) 
andy (White Roof) 
andy (Grey Roof) 
andy (Red Roof) 

Red Terror 

reight Rail (Dark Blue) 
reight Rail (Light Blue) 
Marlboro” 35 Class 


pb! Features: 

eady-to-Run, Operating LED headlight & 
arkerlights, DCC ready with 21 pin 

ocket, Sound ready, Sprung buffers, 

-pole skew wound motor with twin flywheels 


A\S) Class Locomotive in O Scale 


\ If you wish to order an O Scale 49 Class we advise doing so quickly as we don't expect them to last very long. Expected delivery Late 2013/Early 2014 
Only 100 models are being made and some liveries will have as little as 5 units produced for each number. 
3 c = 
sae e 


Once these are gone there will be no more available. ; 
Samples will be on display at this years AMRA Sydney Model Railway Exhibition at Liverpool. Available Sets/Liveries: 
- Indian Red 


- Green & Gold 

- Candy 

- Red Terror 

- Southern Shorthaul Railroad 
- Consolidated Rail Leasing 


Model Features: 

* Ready-to-run 1:43.5 O Scale 

« Handcrafted brass construction 

* Metal Kadee couplers supplied 

* Highly detailed underframe 

¢ 9 Different body versions 

* Detailed cab interior 

* See-through metal etched grilles 

* Operating headlight 

* Red & white marker lights 

» 5-Pole skew wound motor with 
twin brass flywheels 

« All wheel drive & electrical pickup 

* 6 Different liveries to choose from 

* Separately applied air hoses & 
MU cables 

» Sprung buffers (on some versions) 

* Limited to only 100 models 

« Each model individually numbered 

¢ See our website for more details. 


Deposit of $500.00 per locomotive reserves the models of your choice at the price of $1,695.00 ea. 
Paying in full now for each loco reserves the models of your choice at the pre-paid price of $1,500.00 ea. (A saving of $195.00 per model) 
Pre-paid price only valid for orders placed prior to model delivery. After delivery price will be $1,695.00 per locomotive. 


PO Box 1791, Castle Hill NSW 1765 
Mobile: 0425-866-442 Fax: (02) 9620-6695 
Website: www.auscisionmodels.com.au 
Email: information@auscisionmodels.com.au 
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